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Editorial 

It’s a pity that we had insufficient material to produce an edition 
last week, but thank you to those who have contributed items to 
make Edition 16 possible this week. We really appreciate the 
regular and occasional contributors – young and old - who have 
sent in material from the beginning of the digital form of the 
Village News. There are many interesting and varied articles 
this week to read and look at. Make sure you read right to the 
end where you will find an interesting geographical activity to do 
with the children and a cheesy puzzle.  

Special thanks this week to Gemma Davis for her lovely cover 
photograph of butterflies and the photographs of butterflies 
featured within which were identified by a local naturalist.  

We have been informed that the Ordnance Survey who print 
our Village News are resuming their print production in 
September. Therefore, we will revert to our usual deadline of 
6pm, 12th September for a publication in October - unless things 
change beyond our control. Fran Hodgson is in the process of 
contacting the distribution team to ensure that the delivery of 
the Village News resumes seamlessly and I gather he is 
delighted by the response so far from his team of volunteers. 

April’s paper copies of the Village News have been recently 
released from their incarceration in the church and are available 
by the jigsaws at 33 Horns Drove and, in due course, in the 
Village Hall and in the Community Centre. The advertisers in 
April’s edition will have their advertisements repeated in the 
October edition and will, of course, not be charged for that. 

The reason April’s editions were in St John’s Church was that 
the church team spent a busy few hours putting a leaflet in 
each one offering help and support for parishioners. Then 
lockdown happened and the doors of the church were firmly 
shut. If you have picked up a copy which has not had the insert 
removed, the vicar and the church team would like to point out 
that some of the information on the leaflet is now out of date 
e.g. church opening times and that you should contact the 
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church office if you have any enquiries. Details can be found on 
the Twin Spires page. 

You may remember in February and March that the Village 
News was in the process of finding a new Joint Editor and Copy 
Production Administrator. With unbelievably bad timing, Covid-
19 arrived just as a new team was being set up and regime 
change was being planned - more about that in a later edition. 
As part of the transfer of responsibilities, I recently took delivery 
of the Editors’ Archive of all the copies of the Village News 
dating from January 1974 to the present day and whiled away 
rather too much time reading some of the older editions. I have 
featured some of my findings later in the newsletter. I hope to 
delve into the oldest editions in due course. 

I do hope you enjoy this edition and appreciate the talented 
writers and photographers we are lucky to have living in our 
village. 

 

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the writers and not 
necessarily those of the editors 

 

  

Defibrillators 

If you come across someone who is not breathing or breathing erratically, the most important 

thing is to call 999 and start CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation).  If you are on your own, do 

not interrupt the CPR to go and get a defibrillator.  When you can, send someone else to find 

one.  Once the defibrillator is open, all you have to do is follow the spoken instructions.  You 

will find your nearest ones with public access located outside: 

Village Hall in Nursling Street 

Community Centre in Horns Drove 

It is there for anyone to use on someone in cardiac arrest.  The 999 operator will tell you the 

code to gain access to the equipment.  The machine gives clear spoken instructions. You do 

not need training to use one. 

Once in position, the defibrillator detects the heart's rhythm.  It will not deliver a shock unless 

one is needed. 

For more information see https://www.bhf.org.uk/heart-health/nation-of-lifesavers/using-

defibrillators 
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Letters to the Editors 

From Anon of Rownhams 

May I urge dog owners to consider the people who have the 
misfortune to follow in their footsteps hours after ‘walkies’. Cries 
of ‘Mind your step!’, ‘Watch out!’ and ‘Aaargh’ often fill the 
morning air. Allowing your dog to ‘perform’ on a grass verge or 
leafy bank is no safeguard especially when we have to walk 
with children to and from school. One particular canine ‘black 
spot’ is the path passing by Rownhams School and, apart from 
the hazard, the smell is very offensive. 

From Resident of Hillyfields 

I wish to complain about someone who twice recently has 
allowed their dog to foul the pathway in my garden. 

It’s bad enough on the green in front of our houses, but what 
with dogs fouling the pavement, rubbish thrown over the 
hedges which are bashed into and milk bottles pushed into the 
hedges, I feel it’s about time these things should be complained 
about. 

From ‘Irate Householders’ 

Upton Crescent seems lately to be a haven for dog owners who 
exercise their dogs daily for the purpose of fouling on the 
pavement, grass verges and sometimes front gardens. It is 
brought to their notice that this is ‘disgusting’ and leaves the 
unfortunate to pick up the mess. This subject of ‘fouling the 
footways’ has been widely published and is now a punishable 
offence, so take heed, you dog owners, and don’t let us have to 
take this to higher authorities and above all think and be 
considerate to your neighbours. 

Do these complaints sound familiar? These are not letters 
recently sent to the Editors but are from May 1984, February 
1985 and January 1986 respectively. I could have included 
many more letters on this perennial subject! There were also 
many letters about inconsiderate parking on pavements. 
Perhaps the past isn’t a foreign country after all. Ed 
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More from the Archive 

In the early 80s, the village policeman – imagine! – wrote 
informative articles for the Village News on such subjects as the 
wearing of seatbelts and cycle safety. I was especially amused 
to read this gem in the July 1982 edition. Our policeman had 
yet to take the ‘Politically Correct Language’ course. 

Does anyone remember P.C. Hall, and did he live in the police 
house opposite the Co-op – what was then Greens(?)  Help, 
please, from anyone with a better memory! 

Does anyone have any memories of other village policemen 
and their role in the community?  Ed 

 

More from the Cop 

Have you ever answered the phone only to find the caller’s 
intentions are distinctly dishonourable? There’s the sound of 
heavy breathing, or worse. At some time or other most women 
seem to be the subject of the attention of these sick 
inadequates, and it often causes a great deal of distress. 

If the ‘pest’ is persistent (and they often are), here are some 
ploys which have proved to be successful in the past. 

1. Put the phone down 
2. Give a sharp blast of a whistle into the mouthpiece 
3. Have the phone answered by a sombre male voice saying, 

‘Can I help you, my son?’ or ‘Elliott Ness, New York 
Police.’ 

Above all, don’t engage in a conversation. I once listened to a 
lady who complained about a half hour conversation with one of 
these creeps. 

If you recognise the voice, tell the Police. I have never heard of 
one of these ‘brave Cassanovas’ attempting to put their 
fantasies into effect, so I believe that it is most unlikely that he 
will approach your home. 

 P.C. HALL 
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Houses for Sale 

FOR SALE  3 bedroom semi-detached. Neo-Georgian. Central 
heating in cul-de-sac. Fernyhurst. £37,000  

(January 1984) 

HOUSE FOR SALE   Fairlawn Close, Rownhams. 3 bed semi- 
detached house, fitted wardrobes, large lounge/diner, refitted 
kitchen, gas CH, some double glazing, garage, south facing 
rear garden. £75,500 ono. 

(August 1991) 

(Those were the days, but prices doubled in those seven years! 
Not sure about the central heating in the cul-de-sac, though. 
Ed) 

Odd-Fellows - from July 1982 

Someone has pointed out that our Lodge must be the oldest 
Society or Club in the village – but we are far from being old-
fashioned and our social programme shows we are reasonably 
‘with it’. We have had Theatre trips, film shows, cricket 
matches, barn dances and we are now discussing whether to 
run an outing to Richesse Fur Factory at Chichester in August. 
The coach goes from the Civic Centre, Southampton and at 
Chichester there is a tour of the factory, a fashion show and 
then the Ladies are let loose to try the coats and finally there is 
a generous discount of approximately £10 – it varies according 
to the price of the coat, of course. The charge for the coach fare 
to Chichester and back is approximately 50p. 

(I wonder if there any ‘Ladies’ in the village who can recall 
being ‘let loose’ to try on the coats? Ed) 

From pay per words ads February 1985 

HELP! WANTED! Little treasure – lady to clean – must be a 
dog lover – will need a good sense of humour!  

(How many ‘treasures’ applied and why did they need a sense 
of humour? I suspect it had something to do with the dog. Ed)   
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Twinspire News 

Our church buildings are currently 
closed except as outlined below. But as a church 
family, we continue to pray, to love, to care for the 

vulnerable, and build our communities.  

Each church will be open for private prayer only on 
Wednesday mornings. Inevitably there are lots of guidelines to 
follow and only the main body of each church is in use. Please 
see the website for guidance. We will not be running any 
services in our churches during July. 

All Age Outdoor Service with Lego – On 2nd August at 11am 
we will be having a socially distanced service on Rownhams 
School Field. Please bring Lego/Duplo for your family to use 
and some food for a picnic afterwards. The plan is to go ahead 
whatever the weather! All welcome. We are hoping to live-
stream this too. 

Join us on Facebook at 10am on Sunday mornings for our live 
streamed service. This week it is Morning Praise. 

See the links page on our website 
https://twinspires.org.uk/links.html for details and links to our 
other services and midweek events. 

If you wish to contact the church office the best way is via email 
office@twinspires.org.uk or you can leave a phone message on 
8073 8293. The phone is checked daily. 

You might like to share the Daily Hope freephone 
number with anyone you know who finds it difficult 
to access online Christian resources: 0800 804 
8044   

mailto:office@twinspires.org.uk
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Miniature Nature Reserve 

As I walked my dog, I spotted these wild flowers growing on the 
kerbs, all bar one in Balmoral Way. It seems they can thrive in 
the smallest of spaces. Clockwise from top left: birdsfoot trefoil 
(bacon and eggs), pineapple weed, prostrate herb Robert, 
scarlet pimpernel, procumbent yellow sorrel (oxalis), bellis 
perennis (Yes, it’s the daisy!), doves foot cranesbill (geranium), 
white clover and, in the centre, lesser hawkbit.  

Phil James 
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Why I love the French 

I love France and the French, OK I know the French can be a 
real pain, but, overall, I have always found them to be one of 
the best nations to be friends with. 

My history with the French goes back to Easter 1966 when my 
parents gave me the choice of going on the school skiing trip or 
going on the Bristol Bordeaux Exchange. In those days a group 
of Bristolian school children went to stay with a group of 
Bordelaise school children from the ages of 14 upwards. You 
entertained at Easter for 4 weeks and then went to Bordeaux for 
4 weeks in the summer or vice versa. I don’t know if this 
exchange still happens and I’m not sure that in this day and age 
it would be deemed to be too dangerous as you never really 
knew what the family you were visiting was like. It was all taken 
on faith and matching by a group of French and English teachers. 
As part of the exchange you had to attend school in France for 
part of the 4 weeks. 

Prior to the actual exchange you had to write a letter to your 
French counterpart (Jacques-Francois). This was my first 
contact with “Franglais” as my French was virtually non-existent 
and frankly Jacques-Francois’s English was not much better. 
The idea being that you got to know a bit about each other before 
you took the plunge for 4 weeks. 

Anyway Jacques-Francois arrived for Easter 1966 and stayed 
with us for 4 weeks and we got on well and I went to Arcachon 
for 4 weeks in the summer. There were a few trips arranged in 
both France and England where the French and English mixed 
but by and large we were left to our own devices. 

I think I got the better deal that year as it was a very cold Easter 
and it snowed. Jacques-Francois thought this was great as he 
had never seen snow before. On the other hand, when I went to 
Arcachon we were able to swim, more or less, every day in the 
Bassin D’Arcachon and wander all over the beaches at Arcachon 
and the town. 
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When you are in France for 4 weeks and staying with a French 
family you learn French otherwise it would impossible ditto 
Jacques-Francois learnt English in England. Denise (Jacques-
Francois’s mother) was very patient with me and taught me 
French as did Jeanine (elder sister) and Jacques (father) who 
could be a bit impatient at times when I was being particularly 
thick. Because I had to go to school, I made friends with a lot of 
French children and I am still in contact with them. 

We exchanged for several years and I got to be more or less 
fluent in French by the time I was 16 ditto Jacques-Francois with 
English. When we were together Jacques-Francois always 
spoke English and I spoke French, so we must have sounded 
pretty silly. 

This is my “French Family” and we have been friends for over 50 
years through good and bad times, family weddings, funerals and 
many visits to France. 

L-R: Jacques-Francois 1967, Jacques-Francois & Nicole’s Wedding 1971, 
Jacques-Francois & Brian 1986 
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When we moved to Rownhams, we read about the Twinning 
Association in the Village News and joined in 1997. Since then 
we have made many friends in Percy, in particular Paulette and 
her family. 

In 2018 we had planned a trip to France going down to Arcachon 
to visit Jacques-Francois and the family, then on to Brittany and 
finally to Percy to visit Paulette. Unfortunately, we had a car 
accident in Nantes on our way down and Janet sustained several 
back injuries and stayed in Nantes hospital for a fortnight before 
we were brought home by ambulance. 

When Jacques-Francois phoned me to confirm our time of arrival 
as he had booked a table in a restaurant, he was a bit shocked 
when I told him what had happened. His immediate reaction was 
to ask what he could do. 

So overnight, he found out where the car had been taken, 
contacted the garage and the police. The next day he and his 
wife, Nicole, came up to Nantes (250 miles each way) to visit 
Janet, take me to the car, collect the luggage and finally visit the 
police to make a statement (not actually needed in the end) and 
make sure we were OK. I was, but Janet was decidedly unwell 
requiring an operation to repair a fractured vertebra. 

At the same time Paulette and her partner, Denis were camping 
in Arcachon and we had made a tentative arrangement to meet 
them for a day. I contacted her and told her what had happened. 
She immediately offered to collect the luggage from Jacques-
Francois, made an arrangement to visit Janet in hospital and take 
the luggage back to Percy for us to collect at a later date. They 
duly turned up on the Saturday, took the remainder of the 
luggage (plus dirty washing) back to Percy for collection at a later 
date. In the end Paulette arranged for an English friend living in 
Percy to bring the luggage back to us via the Tesco car park in 
Portsmouth. 

Meanwhile I had contacted the French manager of the Holiday 
Property Bond site we were due to visit in Brittany who 
immediately offered to come and help if she could, cancelled the 
booking and arranged for a partial refund! 
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In the Hospital the staff were really helpful, caring and efficient. 
They arranged for me to stay at the “Maison Hospitaliare” a sort 
of family hostel in the hospital for the duration, let me visit any 
time of the day, occasionally fed me and towards the end laid a 
table for lunch in a meeting room so we could eat together. 

We have a standing invitation to visit Arcachon and Percy and 
had planned another visit in June this year. Unfortunately, that 
has not been possible and we are hoping to catch up with our 
French families next year. 

If you are interested Denise celebrated her 94th birthday on 
Bastille Day this year; sadly, Jacques died last year at the age of 
93 after a lengthy battle with dementia. The rest of our French 
families are fine and in regular contact. 

   

L-R: Jacques & Denise at Francois-Emmanuel's (son of Jacques-Francois) wedding 
2012, Jacques-Francois, Nicole, Brian & Janet on our 50th Anniversary 2016 

Brian Richards 

 

  
Do you have a story to tell, a hobby to share, photographs to 

show? Are you a secret poet or artist? Do you have some 

family recipes to inspire us to cook? 

Why not send your contribution to the Village News where an 

audience awaits you? 

Deadline for Edition 17 is noon Tuesday 28 July. 

Thank you! 
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Butterflies 

Wildlife photographer, Gemma Davis, moved into Fen Meadow 
at the beginning of lockdown and took the opportunity to take 
photographs of wildlife in and around Home Covert. You will 
have seen two of her photographs in last week’s edition: the 
front cover of the baby deer and the one of a doe and her two 
fauns inside. 

Here we feature some butterflies Gemma spotted locally. Thank 
you to Sue Lambert for helping me to name them. Ed 

Photo credit: Gemma Davis, PhotosByGemma 

Top row: L-R: speckled wood, red admiral  

Middle row: L-R:  small white and marbled white 

Bottom row: L-R:  peacock, tortoiseshell  
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To travel or not to travel that is the question? 

As lockdown continues to ease, the government has revealed a 
list of 74 countries from which inbound tourists and returning 
travellers do not need to self-isolate (also known as the travel 
corridors list), ending its blanket 14-day quarantine policy. 
However, it is not necessarily the case that Britons can enter 
the countries on the exemptions list without needing to 
quarantine, or that flights are even currently available. Neither 
does there seem to be any consistency in Europe, each and 
every country appear to have their own rules. Research 
suggests as little as a third of the countries can be visited 
without restrictions. As travel agents we find we are constantly 
researching conditions of entry before making 
recommendations to our clients. Out of 74 only 11 countries are 
not imposing Covid-19 testing and/or quarantine and these are 
Andorra, Croatia, France, Germany, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Monaco, Netherlands, Poland, San Marino and Czech 
Republic.  

As the saying goes, “A change is as good as a rest”, and after 
such an age in lockdown many of us are biting at the bit for 
something different. For those of you considering a holiday 
other than a staycation we have documented the current rules 
for each of the 74 countries and the information is available as 
a PDF* (last updated 16 July). The current travel corridor 
countries are: 

Europe – Andorra, Czech Republic, Austria, Belgium, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Faroe Islands, France, 
Finland, Germany, Greece, Greenland, Iceland, Hungary, Italy, 
Lichtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, San Marino, Spain, Switzerland, 
Turkey, Vatican City 

Caribbean – Aruba, Bonaire, Sint Eustatius, Saba, Curacao, 
Bahamas, Barbados, Dominica, Antigua and Barbuda, 
Grenada, Guadeloupe, Jamaica, St Barthélemy, St Kitts, St 
Lucia, Nevis, Trinidad and Tobago 
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Australasia - Australia, Fiji, French Polynesia, New Caledonia, 
New Zealand 

Asia – Honk Kong, Japan, Macau, South Korea, Taiwan, 
Vietnam 

Indian Ocean - Mauritius, Reunion, Seychelles 

North America - St Pierre and Miquelon 

The Government also states, “Ireland is already exempt as part 
of the common travel area, as are the Channel Islands and the 
Isle of Man. In addition, the 14 British Overseas Territories are 
also exempted.” 

* An up-to-date PDF is uploaded to the Nursling and 
Rownhams Parish Facebook page every Thursday and can be 
located in the Files section. 

For anyone planning to travel abroad, please remember to 
complete an online declaration form (also known as the Public 
Health Passenger Location Form) 48 hours prior to your arrival 
into the UK, so you will need to complete it whilst on holiday. 

Upon arrival into the UK, the completed form will have to be 
presented at the border. You may either print off the form or 
show the form on your digital device (mobile, iPad, tablet etc.).  
Link to form:  

https://www.gov.uk/provide-journey-contact-details-before-
travel-uk 

Chrissi Knights 

 

A Mistake 

Why is Hampshire abbreviated to Hants? 

1200 years ago, the Saxons were calling it Hamtunscir meaning 
‘shire of the farmers by the river’. It is believed that a clerk 
writing the Domesday Book wrote Hantescire by mistake. 

So, we live in Hampshire, but Hants for short.  

Anon 

(Presumably, Northamptonshire followed suit. Ed)  

https://www.gov.uk/provide-journey-contact-details-before-travel-uk
https://www.gov.uk/provide-journey-contact-details-before-travel-uk
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Fundraising 

My name is Gillan and I had my 8th birthday at the end of May 
during lockdown. People were very kind and I got lots of 
presents. I had a great time despite being in lockdown. My mum 
told me that lots of children aren’t as lucky and don’t get 
presents. I also learned that some people are homeless or don’t 
have enough to eat. That made me feel sad and I wanted to do 
something to help. I decided to raise money for Southampton 
City Mission. Southampton City Mission help people and 
families with the things we all need – food and clothing. My 
target was £100 and I have raised £155 pounds already! I hope 
that I can raise more soon. I made some rainbow clouds and 
gave these to people who donated as a way of saying thank 
you to them. I hope everyone is safe and feeling well and thank 
you to all the villagers who have supported me! (If anyone else 
would like to donate here is the link: 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/LesleyBlack5) 

 
Photo credit: Lesley Black  

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/LesleyBlack5
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21st Romsey – Taurus Cub Pack: Treasure Hunt 
Summary 

Although there wasn’t an actual Cub meeting, the 
Leaders did something really fun! They sent each 
Cub’s parent a list of 35 things to find. The 
Leaders said the prize would go to the one who 
finds the most interesting items, not who finds all 

of them. I had a lot of fun finding the objects around my village. 
Here were some of the places I went to... 

Firstly, I went for a walk in the woods because I thought that there 
could be some things to take photos of. I did find some interesting 
orange berries in the woods that were dangling from a branch. 
The berries were quite high so I had to stand up on a log to point 
to them. The next day, my Dad and I went to a big field and tried 
to spot an insect, a cat and also a bird. We found several ants but 
they kept on running away. Eventually, we found an ant and 
managed to get a picture of it. Then we tried to spot a cat, a bird 
and a yellow car. We did spot a cat but by then the cat had gone 
into some bushes so we had to find an ‘interesting’ one as the 
Leaders called it. Next, we went to the Four Horseshoes to try 
and find a yellow car but were unsuccessful 
so we had to find another ‘interesting’ one. 
We then tried to get a picture with a bird. We, 
finally, succeeded after many attempts. That 
meant that we had ticked off all the things on 
the list we could find in this part. We went 
back and had to find a cat and a blue door. 
We knew where to find a blue door as one of our lovely 
neighbours has one. We asked her if we could take a picture of 
her blue door and she very kindly said yes. Then I took a picture 
of Chloe from the Secret Life of Pets. The reason I did this was 

because that would be my picture of a cat. 
Finally, we went home after ticking off 
everything on the list. I really hope the 
Leaders do something like this again 
because this was really enjoyable and 
exciting.  

By Advik Bhandari    
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21st Romsey (Nursling & Rownhams) 

Scout Group 
 

 

Advik has done such a great job in letting you know what the 
Cubs have been up to that I haven’t had to put index fingers to 
keyboard to write an article for quite a while.  However, with the 
end of term approaching I thought I should reassure you that 
our other sections have been just as active as the Cubs.   

Whilst many of the sessions were organised 
locally, there have also been national events such 
as “The Great Indoor Weekender”.  This was a 
mix of fun activities for all ages, ranging from den-
building to rocket science (powering one with 
vinegar and bicarbonate of soda).  When not 
actively doing things there were training sessions 
provided through Facebook – who could be a 
better person to teach about the stars than Tim Peake?  If you 
are looking for things to keep your children occupied over the 
summer holidays you could do a lot worse than take a look at 
https://www.scouts.org.uk/the-great-indoors/the-great-indoors-
weekender/  (Sorry, I don’t know how long the links will be 
active). 

Almost too late for this term, the national Covid alert level for 
youth activities has changed from Red to Amber.  This means 
that we are again able to provide some face-to-face Scouting.  
Most sections have, quite reasonably, decided to Zoom-out the 
one week of term that’s left, then plan to introduce face-to-face 
next term.  However, if you do see Scout-organised activities 
taking place in and around the HQ, rest assured that they are 
being done under strictly controlled and approved conditions – 
for example, at the moment meetings have to be outside and 
are limited in the number of participants, with social distancing 
in place. 

https://www.scouts.org.uk/the-great-indoors/the-great-indoors-weekender/
https://www.scouts.org.uk/the-great-indoors/the-great-indoors-weekender/
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Despite the lockdown Scouting has continued 
to thrive and there have even been some up-
sides.  Five months ago, I had never heard of 
Zoom: now I’m having to make sure that 
meetings don’t clash.  By force of circumstance 
many parents have become involved in helping 
their children, not just to use the technology, but 
also to make things, solve things and find 
things. (Did you know there are several series 
of mosaic trails around Southampton?).  I’m 
pretty sure that they have enjoyed it, and found 
that being superhuman wasn’t an essential 
requirement for being a leader.  If you would like to join the 
adventure please use the “Join 21st Romsey” contact button on 
our website https://21stromsey.co.uk/ . 

Randell McKay 

Group Scout Leader  

 

 

Ziggy 

I thought you might like to see some new pictures of Ziggy. His 
hearing Dog training is going very well and he does have a big 
personality as you can see.  I thinks he’s saying, “I have no 
idea where all this cardboard came from” and then “You never 
stay cross with me for long”. (Or, ‘I think I am a shark.’ Ed) 

  

Sue Newman  

https://21stromsey.co.uk/
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Bird Brain 

Much has been said recently about there being more birds 
available in back gardens. Perhaps now is a good time to issue 
some simple guidelines about telling which bird is which.  

The easiest way to start sorting them out is by colour. At least half 
of them are small brown ones and of these, it is easy to tell which 
are sparrows. A sparrow is any small brown bird that you cannot 
identify by any other means. The main problem here is that, as 
with most birds, they won’t sit still long enough for the amateur, 
back garden birder to leaf through their handy pocket guide while 
making comparisons. Should you manage to get a decent view, 
sparrows are actually the ones with the bigger beaks. 

The ones with the smaller beaks are dunnocks, unless they are 
warblers and those come in so many different varieties that it 
really isn’t possible to turn the pages fast enough. So, unless you 
are with an expert, just call them dunnocks (otherwise known, just 
to confuse the issue, as hedge sparrows). The only time I have 
seen a sparrow hawk in the back garden, it was eating a pigeon. 
So, if a sparrow hawk can’t identify sparrows, what chance do 
mere humans have?  

The next category is black birds, some of which (though by no 
means all) are blackbirds. Actual blackbirds have bright orange 
beaks unless they are females or juniors which have dark beaks 
and their feathers are, inconveniently, brown. This means that 
they can be confused with thrushes which, unlike the 
aforementioned small, brown birds, are bigger and some of them 
have spotty chests (though, again, by no means all). 

The bigger birds in the black category are probably crows, known 
by the posher name of corvids (not to be confused with the virus). 
These come in a variety of sizes although this is not much help in 
separating them out unless you can persuade them to stand 
along a branch, shortest on the left etc.  

A jackdaw has a grey head, a rook has an enormous beak and 
anything in-between can be safely dismissed as just a crow 
unless you live in the Tower of London, in which case it could well 
be a raven. Variations on the theme are magpies, which have 
blue and white bits, and don’t even mention the jay which is the 
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cross dresser of this family. Starlings don’t belong to any family 
and just look like they have been dipped in engine oil.  

Having successfully dealt with the brown ones and the black 
ones, we now come to the more confusing category of The Other 
Ones. Let’s start with the smaller of these. The wren has a tail 
which sticks bolt upright, as though it has been startled from 
behind. Everyone thinks the wren is the smallest British bird. It 
isn’t but anything smaller is nigh on invisible. 

Of the birds which fit somewhere between a ping pong ball and a 
tennis ball, the ones with small beaks could well be tits (stop 
sniggering, Jenkins). The blue tit is the yellow one, the great tit is 
the bigger version of the blue tit and the coal tit is smaller (see 
above about crows standing in line). The long-tailed tit is the one 
with the long tail (an amazingly accurate description in the world 
of avian taxonomy).  

The coloured ones with bigger beaks (see sparrow) are finches. 
The greenfinch is the green one, the goldfinch is the one with the 
red face and you are unlikely to see a chaffinch unless you live in 
a picnic site. Other finches are available but not often enough to 
fret about. Oh, and the robin is the bird that looks like a Christmas 
card.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young long-tailed tit and puzzled blue tit (He obviously read Jon’s article) 
Photo credit: Gemma Davis PhotosByGemma 

 

Pigeons are the waste disposal units of the bird world and 
dismissed as vermin unless they fall into the dove branch of the 
family, in which case everybody gets romantic about them as they 
are one of the few things that songwriters can get to rhyme with 



22 
 

love. Collared doves have collars but turtle doves do not look 
anything like turtles. Wood pigeons are strict vegetarians but 
waddle around the lawn as though they eat at McDonalds. They 
just spend the day making a tedious, monosyllabic ‘Coo, coo, coo’ 
because they aren’t as linguistically inventive as cuckoos.  

As for the rest, anything walking around with its tail wagging up 
and down is likely to be a wagtail. The black and white one is the 
pied wagtail, the one that is yellow underneath is the grey wagtail 
and the one that is a bit more yellow is, surprisingly, the yellow 
wagtail. Got that? 

Anything moving really fast and refusing point blank to perch and 
be identified is either a swallow, a swift or a martin. The first has a 
long tail, the second is black all over and the third isn’t but, unless 
you can get them to slow down a bit, your guess is as good as 
mine.  

Green woodpeckers are greenish, unlike the great spotted and 
lesser spotted variety (larger, smaller, see identity line-up above). 
You are unlikely to see owls (umpteen varieties of these) or 
nightjars unless you are insomniac and eat lots of carrots. You 
might hear a cuckoo but are unlikely to see one as, sensibly 
having passed on their parental responsibilities, they tend to head 
back to the better weather.  

And anything that is mostly white and steals your chips is some 
kind of a gull although these come in so many different varieties 
that telling one from another is a complete non-starter.  

Anyway, I hope that helps clarify things. 

Jon Sims 

 
Buzzards flying over Home Covert by Gemma Davis Photobeams  
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Jez, the Hearing Dog Puppy 

Two weeks are a long time in a puppy’s life and Jez, now 11 

weeks old, is growing in size and in confidence. We are 

continuing to practise ‘down’ (see first photo for perfect ‘down’ 

with water bottle) and walking with his harness and lead. Unlike 

most young puppies, Jez doesn’t play with the lead but he will 

just sit down and refuse to move. Our trainer says that is normal 

and to allow him the time to rest or look around: it’s all about 

building confidence. 

Now that the lock down rules have been relaxed, Jez has met 

some more people – with sanitised hands and no cuddles! – so 

he is more fortunate than Ziggy, Sue Newman’s puppy, who 

missed out on early socialising opportunities. He has also had 

some fun with a couple of six year olds who are, of course, 

more like puppies than people.    

Jez is not the perfect puppy: recently we found he had chewed 

a lump out of one of the legs of our garden table and last week 

at the weekend he chewed through a wire and killed our 

broadband! He is also overly fond of gardening, especially 

pruning and digging. However, the enthusiasm with which he 

greets each day when we open his crate in the morning raises 

our spirits and we are so glad we decided to take him on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Harvey 
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My love of Natural History 

My name is Phil James, and I have lived in Rownhams for 30 
years. I have always been interested in natural history ever since 
I was a lad. I was born 10 years after WW2 and spent my 
childhood in Horley, Surrey playing in fields and woods, and being 
around lakes and rivers. Natural history can’t fail to rub off on you 
from such experiences. My fascination for wild flowers, birds, and 
all things natural history related started then. 

I found my first fossil, a flint sea urchin, when I 
was 6 or 7 at home in our garden. I took it to 
school and the teacher made quite a fuss about 
it, which started a lifelong passion for fossils. At 
the same time our class was invited to study wild 
flowers and I won first prize for ‘My book of 
pressed Wild Flowers’, the award, a copy of the 
Ladybird book ‘What to look for in Spring’ 

Fossils have been my main passion throughout the last 50 plus 
years, both collecting, and preparation. Collecting takes you to 
beaches, quarries, in fact all sorts of wild places, often involving 
great adventures, and of course surrounded by natural history. 
Forty years ago, I joined Southampton Mineral & Fossil Society, 
which began in 1971, and I am currently Chairman. My interest in 
geology encompasses all aspects of the subject, especially its 
19th century development and the famous pioneers in both 
geology and fossils. The majority of my collection are self-found 
and self-prepared. The slab of fossil ammonites and shells I am 
holding in the photo below is 170 million years old, and took me 
140 hours to prepare! 

During lockdown I have resurrected my interest in wild flower 

photography both locally and visiting several Hampshire nature 

reserves. For some reason I thought it might be physically less 

challenging than fossil collecting - not a bit of it, strained my back 

second time out, too much up and down, and lying on the ground! 

I was thrilled to be asked to contribute the cover of the 3rd July 

issue of our Village News with wild flowers in St John’s 

churchyard, and have recently put together another on wild 

flowers at the kerbside. 
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Rownhams Jigsaw Exchange 

Still thriving and well supported! Thank you to the kind people 

who have made a point of saying how helpful the Exchange has 

been to them or their partners. When I am told that it has been 

a ‘lifeline’, a ‘godsend’, ‘the only thing that kept them going’, I 

think of all the people who have donated puzzles and hope you 

know how much it is appreciated especially by those villagers 

who had to shield or were living alone.  

The Exchange started with one box and now has seven, 

including a dedicated Christmas box which I have quarantined. 

However, should the urge take you to tackle an out of season 

puzzle, just knock the door and you can have your pick! 

Nothing like a snowy scene of Victorian carol singers to cool 

you down on a sticky summer’s day. Or to make you think: ‘This 

may be over by Christmas but, hang on, that’s what they 

thought in 1914!’. And you might decide to stock up now in case 

Christmas jigsaws go the same way as pasta and loo roll did in 

March. 

If the weather is a bit unpredictable, the jigsaws are more likely 

to be on my porch. Now that I have a Hearing Dog puppy to 

train, I cannot be so nimble on my feet. Please feel free to open 

the boxes and have a good rummage. (What a lovely word!) If 

boxes or their contents are not secured, I sometimes find 

pieces in the storage boxes. I put them in a little plastic bag, so 

it’s worth having a look in case it contains the piece you are 

after. Just a thought: if you can’t put the pieces in a secure 

plastic bag or if your box refuses to be sellotaped, put them on 

my porch and I’ll do the rest. 

Finally, thank you for the thank you cards and little presents I 

sometimes find on my porch. I accept them on behalf of all 

members of the Exchange, but there is no way I am sharing the 

bag of delicious wafer biscuits I found last week! 

Cath Potten 
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Recipes of the Week 

I found these recipes in the archive and thought that some 
children might be keen to try making them. They were for the 
May Fair Cake Competition children’s section. The Nogs were 
May 1989 and Butterfly Cakes were May 1996. The 1989 recipe 
has quantities in imperial whilst the 1996 has them in both 
imperial and decimal. This could be a talking point for 
grandparents and children – or some maths practice! Ed 

Nogs 

Ingredients 

3 oz plain flour 
Half level tsp bicarbonate of soda 
3 oz caster sugar 
3 oz rolled oats 
3 oz margarine or butter 
1 tbsp milk 
1 level tbsp syrup 

Method 

Heat oven to 300F (150C), gas mark 3. 
Grease two baking trays. 
Sift flour and bicarbonate of soda and stir in the sugar and oats. 
Heat the butter, milk and syrup until melted, then mix with first 
mixture. 
Roll into small balls and place 4 inches apart on the baking 
trays. 
Flatten slightly and bake for about 25 to 30 minutes. 
Cool on the trays for 2 to 3 minutes. 

 

The winners of the ‘Children’s Cake- Making Competition’ in 
1989 were:  

1st Gemma Smith (11) 

2nd Sarah Bowditch (15)  

3rd Kelly Cambridge 
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Butterfly Cakes 

Ingredients 

75g (3oz) margarine 
75g (3oz) caster sugar 
100g (4oz) self-raising flour 
Pinch of salt 
1 egg 
30ml (2 tbsp) milk 
 
Method 

Heat oven to 190C, gas mark 5 
Cream margarine and sugar 
Add egg with a little of the flour  
Stir in milk and fold in rest of flower 
Divide mixture into 14 to 16 paper cases and bake for 20 mins 

This was the total recipe: I don’t know how anyone could have 
won that year since the butterfly bit was omitted! 

So, cut a slice off the top of each cake and cut in half. 

Cream together 130g softened butter and 250g caster sugar 
and any favours you fancy: vanilla, orange, lemon etc or none. 

Divide mixture between the cakes and then arrange the halved 
slices to look like wings on the top of the cakes. 

Then eat the fruits of your labour! Ed 

 

However, the winners of the ‘Cakes Class 1 – 16 and under’ 
were: 

1st Sophie Tuffin 

2nd Hannah Tuffin 

3rd Kelly Cambridge (which makes her a very young winner in 
1989) 
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Summer Sea Watching 

With the summer upon us and many families enjoying 
staycations this year, did you know our waters are home to a 
surprising variety of whales, dolphins and sharks. 

Using the UK map below can you identify where the following 
viewing hotspots are? 

Orkney & Shetland Isle of Man 

Outer Hebrides Anglesey 

Chanonry Point Cardigan Bay 

South West Scotland & Inner Hebrides Land’s End 

Northumberland Coast Berry Head, Devon 

Durlston Head, Dorset 

 

Can you identify 
which of the following 
species can be 
spotted in which 
location? 

 

Bottlenose dolphin 

Common dolphin 

White beaked dolphin 

Risso’s dolphin 

Harbour porpoise 

Minke whale 

Basking whale 

Orca 

 

 

Jo Elnaugh  
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Anon  
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General Knowledge Quiz 

1. Which is longer, a mile or a nautical mile? 
2. Which two country singers recorded the song Islands in the 

Stream? 
3. Where is the smallest bone in the human body? 
4. Which island group includes Ibiza, Majorca and Menorca? 
5. Which Stephen King book is based in The Overlook Hotel? 
6. Which 4 major tournaments make up the tennis Grand 

Slam? 
7. What do the French call the English Channel? 
8. Who played Jim Hacker in Yes, Prime Minister? 
9. Which 3 UK mountains make up the National Three Peaks 

Challenge? 
10. Which Italian city is credited with being the birthplace of the 

pizza? 

Sherry Ryan 

 

 

15th Edition Quiz of the Month answers 

1. The bikini 2. A tram 

3. 1877 4. Rainbow Warrior 

5. Harrison Ford 6. 1930 

7. Nadia Comaneci 8. Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin 

9. Louise Brown 10. Geoff Hurstan 

 

Answers to ‘Name that Cheese’ 

1. Gorgonzola 2. Mascarpone 

3. Edam 4. Stilton 

5. Halloumi 6. Double Gloucester 

7. Babybel 8. Manchego 

9. Danish Blue 10. Philadelphia 
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Answer to activity sheet Summer Sea Watching 
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A little more information about our marine species:  

 

Bottlenose dolphins – Scotland’s bottlenoses are among the 
biggest in the world.  Very playful and often breach, leaping 
clear out of the water. 

 

Common dolphins – easily recognisable by the creamy yellow 
hourglass pattern on their sides.  They’re usually seen in large, 
active, playful groups of up to 1000 individuals. 

 

Risso’s dolphins – shy but playful dolphin usually only seen in 
deeper waters offshore.  Adults are often lighter grey than other 
dolphins, with pale scratches on their bodies from fighting. 

 

White-beaked dolphins – sociable dolphin usually seen in 
groups.  It’s very acrobatic, often leaping out of the water and 
approaching boats to ride the bow wave.  They come close to 
shore in the summer. 

 

Minke whale – grows to around 10 metres. Look for its nose – 
or rostrum – breaking the surface of the water, then it’s back 
slowly rolling through the waves as it dives. 

 

Basking shark – gentle giant reaching up to 11 metres long – 
the size of a London bus!  As it swims slowly near the surface 
with its vast mouth open, its dorsal fin and often the tip of its 
nose and tail fin can be seen. 

 

Orca – also known as killer whales are actually really big 
dolphins.  They are very distinctive with their large size, black 
and white markings and enormous dorsal fins.  They are 
intelligent and can be inquisitive. 

Jo Elnaugh 


