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Editorial 

Welcome to the 14th online edition of the Village News. 

Thank you, Phil James, for the photographs of the wild flowers 

in St John’s Churchyard and for supplying the names of them. 

His collage makes a stunning cover picture. I read somewhere 

that churchyards are an important habitat now for wild flowers 

and other wild life. I wonder if anyone connected with St John’s 

Church could tell us more.   

This has been a fraught week for the village and I know some 

residents are angry and many worried about the situation on 

the Rec. I also know that the Parish Council has been working 

tirelessly to resolve matters. Let’s hope that a solution is soon 

found that suits all concerned. I had a wry smile this morning 

when I left my house for my daily walk to see that the most 

recently returned jigsaw puzzle is entitled ‘The Caravan Site’. 

Thank you to all who have contributed this week. Amongst 

other items, we feature the Nursling Mill area with photographs, 

memories and another fascinating old postcard. If anyone else 

has photographs or memories of a particular area of the village, 

do let us know. 

Advik brings us the latest cub report which involves sharp 

knives and vegetables and Peter Ransom has written an article 

about a very interesting local resident who died in 1957. 

Sadly, we have the last of Rambling Sid’s local walks which 

have been so informative. If anyone else would like to pick up 

Sid’s discarded boots, we would be delighted to hear from you. 

Thank you, Sid for a really interesting series of walks. 

Keep sending in photographs of your flowers, and if you have a 

pet as cute as Nursling and Rownhams most recent canine 

resident on Page 11, do show us! 

 

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the writers and not 
necessarily those of the editors
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Nursling and Rownhams Parish Council 

Report for June 2020 

Parish Council Meetings 

Due to the Coronavirus Covid-19 situation, Parish Council 
meetings will be held via Zoom until further notice.  The next 
meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th July 2020 at 7.30pm. If any 
resident wishes to take advantage of the 10 minute public 
question time please contact the Clerk on 02380 736766 or 
email clerk@nandr.org.uk.  You will be provided with a code to 
log in and will be able to ask questions during the 10 minutes 
allocated for this purpose. The agenda will appear on our 
website  www.nandr.org.uk . 

Travellers 

From 9pm Friday 26 June 2020 when travellers occupied 
Nursling Recreation Ground, action was immediately taken and 
the police arrived by 9.30pm.  Because trespass is a civil 
matter, the police were limited in their amount of involvement.  
The police informed the Parish Council that the travellers had 
told them that they were only staying two days.  This clearly 
was not true.  Unfortunately, because of the time of arrival, it 
was not possible to process matters until Monday morning: 
therefore 2 days (Saturday and Sunday) were automatically 
lost.  We were then met with another obstacle provided by the 
Gypsy Liaison Officer at HCC who stated that a welfare 
assessment had to be carried out.  Having instructed bailiffs to 
progress matters we then had to wait another two days for the 
assessment and report to be completed.  The Chairman and 
Clerk were inundated with phone calls and emails etc the whole 
weekend and we had to focus on solving the problem, therefore 
apologies for not being able to respond as residents would like.  
Also, we did not want to reveal our tactics as we’re sure you will 
appreciate.  You do not reveal, via any communication means, 
what the next stage will be.  Bear in mind, travellers also have 
access to social media. 

All this time residents were being inconvenienced by the 
occupiers of the land and further reports were made by 

mailto:clerk@nandr.org.uk
http://www.nandr.org.uk/
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residents to the police and TVBC regarding anti-social 
behaviour, fly tipping in the woods, drunken behaviour etc.  The 
Parish Council has worked tirelessly to bring about a speedy 
resolution but the legal implications have slowed the process.  
At the time of writing, this process is now nearing completion; 
therefore, it is hoped that shortly the recreation ground will be 
vacated.  Today, Thursday, we took delivery of six large 1000kg 
concrete blocks and stones, bought and paid for by the Parish 
Council i.e. your money. These will be deployed when the 
travellers leave and will also be used to protect other areas.  
We will have to look at more permanent means of preventing 
this occurrence again but it must be appreciated that travellers 
often have serious equipment and had used a chain saw to 
gain entry and probably used angle grinders or other metal 
cutting equipment to break into the other gate.  Sadly, all the 
defences erected will not keep those determined out, it may 
slow them down but that is all. 

So, the answer is to make trespass (with a vehicle) a criminal 
offence.  This way, the police do not have to worry about S61 
notices etc and they will be able to take immediate action. 

Hedges and roadside foliage 

It is that time of year again when the Parish Council wishes to 
remind residents, as a courtesy to other residents, pathway and 
road users to ensure that they are not obstructed by 
overhanging vegetation.  Foliage must be cut back to the inner 
curb line of the pavement to enable the whole width of the 
pavement to be accessible. 

It is recommended that the trees are surveyed every three 
years to ensure that Highway specifications are met. 

Tree Preservation Orders cover many of the trees in the Parish 
and any work must have permission granted by TVBC prior to 
commencement.  The application form can be downloaded from 
www.testvalley.gov.uk . Go to Building & Planning, Landscape 
& Trees, Tree Advice, where you will find plenty of helpful 
information and application forms. 

 

http://www.testvalley.gov.uk/
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Skate Park and Play Equipment. 

Displayed notices stating that all equipment could not be used 
until further notice were being ignored which did not assist the 
fight against spreading Covid-19.  From 4 July all play 
equipment will be released for use and the notices will be 
removed. 

Fly Tipping 

More fly tipping has taken place in various parts of the Village.  
If you witness such an occurrence please report it to TVBC on 
01264 368000  

 

 

 

Report by Borough Councillors - Phil Bundy & 
Alison Finlay 

June 2020 

Travellers on Nursling Recreation Ground 

As a result of the recent occupation of Nursling Recreation 
Ground, Phil contacted our MP, Caroline Nokes and asked her 
to raise this matter in Parliament.  Serious consideration now 
has to be given to provide better protection for residents from 
this type of unwanted intrusion in their lives.  Currently, trespass 
is a civil matter which is partly why the police are reluctant to 
involve themselves.  The Government has placed this subject in 
their manifesto to make it a criminal act.  Unfortunately, there is 
already a tide of opposition to this proposal in the press and 
other sources. However, to avoid some of their reasons for 
objection we are working on a modification which may be 
acceptable and still achieve the objective of preventing 
occupations of this type.  As this is being written, Caroline, 
today Thursday 2 July at 11am, raised the question in 
parliament to which Jacob Rees-Mogg responded.  If you have 
the playback facility it is on BBC Parliament. 
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New Chief Executive 

Following the retirement of Roger Testall, Andy Ferrier has 
been appointed as the new Chief Executive of Test Valley 
Borough Council.  Andy has worked for the council for over 10 
years and the Cabinet gave their full support to his 
appointment. 

Cycle Link Improvement, Test Lane, Nursling. 

Work still continues to provide a cycle link along Test Lane. 
This will provide a continuous three-metre-wide shared use 
pedestrian and cycle way from Andes Road, linking 
Southampton’s network of cycle routes with the Nursling Estate. 
The aim is to improve sustainable travel facilities for local 
people, employees of local businesses, commuters travelling 
between Southampton and Romsey, and for leisure cyclists 

COVID-19 Safety Guidance 

Your safety and that of others relies on everybody taking 
personal responsibility for their own best hygiene practices and 
by looking out for each other. 

The best way to protect yourself and others is to promote good 
hygiene: 

• Cleanse your hands with alco-gel when you enter and exit 
premises. 

• Regularly wash your hands throughout the working day, 
for a minimum of 20 seconds. 

• Catch coughs and sneezes into a tissue, binning it 
promptly afterwards. (You can use the crook of your arm if 
no tissue is available). 

• Avoid touching your face, particularly your eyes, nose and 
mouth. 

• Respect the personal space of others and maintain a 
1+metre distance between you. 2 metre social distancing 
should still continue to apply from 4th July, in line with UK 
Government guidance. 

• Avoid unnecessary trips – make use of email and the 
phone where possible. 
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• Abide by the maximum occupancy limits set in place for 
kitchens, bathrooms and lifts. 

• Abide by any floor markings or wall signage that may be in 
place 

Ban on evictions extended 

The Communities Secretary last week (05 June) announced an 
extension to the suspension of new evictions until 23 August. 

The 2-month extension will come into force on 25 June, 
ensuring there’s no gap between the existing ban and the 
extension, and also applies to homeowners, commercial and 
leasehold. 

Ministers are also working with the judiciary, legal 
representatives and the advice sector on arrangements, 
including new rules, which will mean that courts are better able 
to address the need for appropriate protection of all parties, 
including those shielding from coronavirus. 

Face masks mandatory at NHS Hospitals 

The Department for Health and Social Care (DHSC) last week 
(05 June) announced that all staff in hospitals in England will be 
provided with surgical masks which they will be expected to 
wear from 15 June. 

NHS staff already wear face masks in clinical areas within 2 
metres of a patient, but the new guidance applies to everyone 
working in all areas of the hospital. 

Members of the public are strongly urged to attend hospital 
wearing a face covering, but a face mask will be provided in 
emergencies. 

DHSC is working with the social care sector to implement a 
similar approach. 

Announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/face-
masks-and-coverings-to-be-worn-by-all-nhs-hospital-staff-and-
visitors 

 

 

https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=neTe3oY7I3_F47VHRh9X_jlye96JXJrUOOVCtLweHQ&s=200&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww%2egov%2euk%2fgovernment%2fnews%2fface-masks-and-coverings-to-be-worn-by-all-nhs-hospital-staff-and-visitors
https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=neTe3oY7I3_F47VHRh9X_jlye96JXJrUOOVCtLweHQ&s=200&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww%2egov%2euk%2fgovernment%2fnews%2fface-masks-and-coverings-to-be-worn-by-all-nhs-hospital-staff-and-visitors
https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=neTe3oY7I3_F47VHRh9X_jlye96JXJrUOOVCtLweHQ&s=200&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww%2egov%2euk%2fgovernment%2fnews%2fface-masks-and-coverings-to-be-worn-by-all-nhs-hospital-staff-and-visitors
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Rough sleeping charities to receive £6 million funding 

The Homelessness Minister announced that over 130 charities 
are set to benefit from a portion of £6 million of government 
funding, allowing them to continue their work supporting rough 
sleepers during the pandemic. 

The funding is part of a £750 million package of government 
support for UK charities who may have been impacted by the 
pandemic. 

Testing in care homes 

The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) announced 
that the Government has sent test kits to all eligible care 
homes, unless they stated they did not want to receive them. 

Any test results for care home residents will be communicated 
to the appropriate care home managers. 

DHSC sent a letter on the roll out of whole care home testing to 
directors of public health and directors of adult social services 
on Friday (05 June).  As of 07 June, all registered adult care 
homes in England are able to access whole care home testing 
for all residents and asymptomatic staff through the digital 
portal. 

An updated factsheet on whole home testing for care home 
staff and residents was also sent out. 

 

 

 

Defibrillators can be found outside  

The Village Hall in Nursling Street  and  Community Centre in Horns Drove 

Someone not breathing or breathing erratically?  Call 999.   Do CPR   Ask 

someone else to go and get the defibrillator.   999 will give them the code to 

access the equipment.  Follow the spoken instructions given by the 

defibrillator. 
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Twinspire News  

Our church buildings are currently 
mostly closed, but as a church family, we continue to 
pray, to love, to care for the vulnerable, and build our 

communities.  

Each church will be open for private prayer only one morning 
a week. Inevitably there are lots of guidelines on their use and 
only the main body of each church is in use. Please see the 
website for guidance. 

Join us on Facebook at 10am on Sunday mornings for our live 
streamed service. This week it is an All Age Worship service. You 
can also view past services on the church YouTube channel.  
OR 
Join us on YouTube for a traditional service of morning prayer. 
This is pre-recorded and will be available from early Sunday 
morning. 

See the links page on our website 
https://twinspires.org.uk/links.html for details and links to our other 
services and midweek events. 

There are some picture quizzes for families; one for as they 
walk round the area and the other for wherever you are. 

If you wish to contact the church office the best way is via email 
office@twinspires.org.uk or you can leave a phone message on 
8073 8293. The phone is checked daily. 

You might like to share the Daily Hope freephone 
number with anyone you know who finds it difficult to 
access online Christian resources: 0800 804 8044  

The July edition of Twin Spires News - the church parish 
magazine - is now available via the church website at: 
www.twinspires.org.uk/docs/magazine.pdf 

As always it not only has news of what the churches in this parish 
are doing but also articles from other parishes and around the 
world, pages for the children, puzzles and suggestions for prayer. 

The June edition still available via Links page, in case you missed 
it.  

mailto:office@twinspires.org.uk
http://www.twinspires.org.uk/docs/magazine.pdf
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Nursling & Rownhams Helping Hands 

We are part of the national Good Neighbours 
Network and have been offering a helping hand to 
people in the village for more than 10 years.   

The main request we receive is to drive people to medical 
appointments.  Now appointments are starting up again we are 
struggling to fulfil the requests as most of our drivers are 
shielding or in the over-70 category.  Because we are helping 
vulnerable people volunteers are asked to undertake a DBS 
check. 

If you are interested in joining the team please 
email helphands@outlook.com or ring 075 
9999 8572 to find out more. 

We are separate from the new Helping Hands Group who 
started up recently to help specifically during COVID-19 and are 
doing a wonderful job. 

 

 

Letter to the Editor 

From an anonymous local walker 

Thank you to Rambling Sid for the information about local 
walks. You have helped me find the way to undiscovered 
places and made my longer walks more interesting as I prefer 
to walk on a planned route.  

Your weekly walk is the article I most look forward to in each 
edition of the Village News and I am sure I will continue these 
walks after lockdown has become a distant memory. 

Many thanks. 

(Thank you for this lovely feedback and to Sid for his much 

valued contributions – Ed.)
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Beware of the Hearing Dog Puppy! 

Jez arrived this afternoon, the latest of a long line of Hearing 

Dog puppies to have been socialised in the village. He is a blue 

roan cocker spaniel aged 8 weeks and the first spaniel puppy 

we have socialised, the others all having been black labs. We 

hope to update you on his progress in the coming weeks and to 

tell you a little about the work of the wonderful charity Hearing 

Dogs for Deaf People. 

Rob Harvey 
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Taurus Cub Pack– 21st Romsey  

Meeting Summary 

This Cub meeting was definitely the best 
one yet! The meeting started when a chef 
joined our virtual meeting and told all of 

us about herself. Her name was Zoe. She shared details about 
her profession and told us that she was a chef; she lived in 
South London and also was a leader for Cubs. After she had 
introduced herself, she screen-shared a picture and asked us 
what was wrong with the kitchen. There were a lot of things that 
were wrong but the main thing wrong was that there was no 
person watching the food so the kitchen was in a mess 

We were supposed to be prepared with a 
chopping board, knife, a pepper and an onion. 
Then we went on to chopping our peppers. 
The chef told us to watch first and then start 
chopping our pepper. She asked us to slice 

the pepper into different pieces but leave the stalk. Some 
people put their hands up saying that they had a different kind 
of pepper. The chef said that she had a pepper like theirs and 
said that she would show them how to cut their pepper. After 
we had finished chopping the peppers, we went on to our 
onions. 

The first instruction she gave us was to cut the 
onion into half and then peel the onion. Then we 
had to cut half the onion downwards but not all 
the way to the bottom. Thereafter, we had to cut 
the onion sideways this time fully and then cut 

the onion all the way to the bottom. Once we’d finished, she 
asked us questions like "What are the names of the five food 
groups?” This was a very informative session and I really 
enjoyed joining in. I can already tell that next week is going to 
be even better because we are going to do ‘Harry Potter 
Escape Room’. I would like to say a colossal thank you to each 
leader for making these Cub meetings as great as themselves. 

Advik Bhandari  
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Old postcard 

Peter Ransom thought this old postcard of Grove Place would 
be of interest for a number of reasons, the first being the 
magnificent avenue of trees which no longer exists. The second 
is that the postcard comes from someone who lived at The Mill, 
Nursling and was posted to 41 Morris Road, Southampton, all 
local places. Finally, he wonders if this postcard contains one of 
the first uses of the word 'selfie'? The card is dated July 11 
1913 and reads as follows: 

“Dear Edith, 

How are you feeling after your "paddle by the riverside", none 
the worst I hope. Oh dear, didn't we enjoye our "sweet little 
selfies", at any rate I did. It was so nice being with old friends 
again after many years? Did your forget-me-nots survive a 
flourish after you arrived home. Winnipeg didn't like her legs 
getting wet did she. Now Au-re-vior love from Lucy”. 

 

 
Postcard credit: Peter Ransom



14 
 

Mill Lane  

  

  

Photos credit: Martin Prince 
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“Going down the Troutie” 

Martin Prince’s photographs of the Mill Lane area, reminded me 

of the occasions in the late 80s/early 90s when my children were 

young. On a sunny day, we used to pack up the car with a picnic, 

towels and an inflatable or two and head off to Mill Lane. We 

always called it ‘going down the troutie’, in a cod Hampshire 

accent: it was Andrew ‘Muddy’ Mildon who taught us that phrase 

and introduced us to the place, so he was usually in our party. In 

those days you could get to the river through the field after the 

bridge and we spent many a happy hour there ‘white water 

rafting’ and swimming. Other groups would be there but it was 

never crowded. It is sad that the field has been fenced off so 

locals are denied access to the river. Unlike in France, where all 

water is public property in that it belongs to no one and everyone, 

in the UK most river banks and beds are privately owned. 

Cath Potten 

Memories of Nursling Mill  

In the early 90’s my dad and his business partner decorated the 
inside of Nursling Mill for the then resident Mr Baxter who owned 
and ran the trout farm there. 

At the end of the road just before you reached the mill there are 
two cottages which I think were water bailiff residences until they 
were sold off. A little gate led to a path along the river and then 
there was the mill: a big white building with wooden steps leading 
to the front door. It was converted into three dwellings and an 
office which housed the owner and some of the staff who worked 
there. 

I can remember hearing the roar of the water as it gushed under 
the mill, the crunch of tyres on the gravel drive, the barking of the 
Alsatian guard dog, and the sound of the wind in the trees as you 
approached. Very different to where I grew up just down the road 
in Southampton! 

My mum was housekeeper there for a couple of years so I spent 
lots of school holidays ‘helping’ with her work - watching TV in the 
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lounge and eating biscuits mainly but I did help make beds and I 
enjoyed vacuuming with the Henry hoover! 

The main part of the mill had been converted into a big house 
with two smaller flats either side. I remember the large grinding 
wheels being on display behind glass as you walked up the stairs 
in the house - I really hope they are still there. All of the bedrooms 
had a colour theme which I thought was most exciting at the age 
of 9 or 10! My mum insisted that the mill was haunted by one of 
the millers who met with an untimely death but I’m not so sure! 

The trout farm was at the side of the mill and I used to watch the 
workers gutting the fish on large tables, I was offered a go many 
times but always refused! Not surprisingly gutting fish creates a 
lot of waste, and through a gate and up a little slope you would 
find a large pit full of all the bits of fish that weren’t needed. You 
couldn’t stand there if the wind was blowing the wrong way - I 
think I can still smell it now! My dad said someone fell in it once 
and it took him days to shift the smell of rotting fish guts, I never 
got close enough to risk that happening to me! 

Roger Daltrey (of The Who fame) was a regular visitor as he is a 
fish farmer too (I know, who’d have thought it?) and he was good 
friends with Mr Baxter. One day whilst my mum was looking after 
the office manager’s baby and putting the washing out, mum had 
forgotten the pegs back at the mill so she asked Mr Daltrey to 
watch the baby. She said he protested a bit but she gave him no 
choice and went to retrieve the pegs that she needed from inside. 
(Anyone who has met my mum won’t be surprised that she’s not 
fazed by fame and fortune!). 

Working at the farm meant that mum would often bring a box of 
trout home which was totally lost on the rest of us as we preferred 
our fish in batter from the local chippy. The smell of it cooking put 
me off for life! 

I hope I’ve remembered everything correctly (it was about 30 
years ago now!). I’m sure there will be others with clearer 
memories and perhaps those who lived and worked nearby when 
the fish farm was active. 

Naomi Pickett  
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Open Garden 

Thank you to Theresa Lovett for sending these pictures of her 
beautiful garden. 

 

 Photos credit: Theresa Lovett 

 
Please send your photos, stories, 

memories, thoughts, poems and ideas 

to editors.villagenews@gmail.com 

An audience awaits you! 

 

mailto:editors.villagenews@gmail.com
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Get Walking- Over and Out 

Now that (for the moment at least) we are being allowed further 
afield, it is maybe a good time to wind up this series of local 
walks and finish on a couple of longer distance jobs. Both end 
along the same route but start from opposite directions. 

The first walk is our old favourite from the Four Horseshoes and 
down Dairy Lane to the railway. Left along Station Road 
bearing right down Mill Lane to Testwood Lakes. Most people 
walk around the larger Testwood Lake to the North. If you 
haven’t tried the smaller Little Testwood Lake, where the water 
is abstracted for our taps, give it a go. Follow the track behind 
the Flying Saucer building. A short but nicely wooded 
circumnavigation.  

For today’s walk, you need to keep straight on across the 
dividing dam and go right, past the Sea Scout HQ towards the 
far, north west corner of Testwood Lake. Here, a path heads 
due west with a steep gulley on your right. This path was the 
alignment of the Roman road from Nursling (Roman Onna) to 
Cadnam and the Forest (a section can still be seen crossing a 
field at Copythorne). Further along the path you will see a 
turning to a hide which looks across some secluded wetland. 
This is home to abundant bird life. Bring your binoculars if you 
fancy this detour.  

The main path emerges onto Hill Street. This is a quiet little 
lane (shh, don’t tell anyone) which runs from somewhere near 
Calmore towards Ridge, on the A27, above Romsey. Turn right 
and walk along Hill Street for 1.5kms, crossing the M27 before 
a sharp descent takes you down to the tiny River Blackwater (at 
this point, Hill Street becomes Ridge Lane). This quiet stream 
makes its way here from West Wellow before going on to skirt 
Testwood Lakes, joining the Test near the water pumping 
station.  

At the bridge over the Blackwater you can pause while waiting 
to meet the people who have decided to opt for the second 
walk. These hardy folk will have caught the Number 4 into 
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Romsey before walking down past the Memorial Gardens to the 
Mill. From here the riverside road known as The Causeway 
takes them alongside the Test to the A27. Following any south 
bound signs for the Test Way, they will then have made their 
way to the bottom of Pauncefoot Hill before, thankfully, leaving 
the traffic behind and walking along the peaceful valley side, on 
the opposite side to Broadlands, until they reach Ridge Lane 
and our first group of walkers, waiting by the Blackwater bridge. 

From here, both routes follow the Public Footpath through the 
farmyard at Moorcourt where the glorious architecture takes 
you straight back to the days of Far From the Madding Crowd. 
Follow the footpath signs and enjoy the pancake-flat floodplain 
of the Test, a favourite location for spotting Lapwings with their 
wonderful sail-like wings and peewit call. When you reach the 
main river, it is worth pausing a while to enjoy the crystal clear 
water waving its green weeds beneath you. Immediately after 
the bridge, turn right along the Test Way and this will take you 
home to whichever part of Nursling or Rownhams takes your 
fancy. Both routes are around 8kms from their start points to 
Nursling Church.  

And that’s it for this series. As our horizons expand again, don’t 
forget all these local walks. I am amazed and somewhat 
delighted at the number of people who have discovered many 
of them for the first time. I have certainly learned a great deal by 
seeking them out and writing about them. I could easily be 
encouraged to add some maps and a touch more description 
before publishing them in a pocket sized book. Go on, 
encourage me. 

Jon Sims (alias Rambling Sid)   
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A Short History of Nursling and O G S Crawford 

Many years ago, after moving into the area I acquired a book, A 
Short History of Nursling by O.G.S. Crawford. This slim, 48-
page booklet (5½” by 8½“, or 14cm by 21.5cm), printed in 1948 
by Warren & Son, Winchester, contains a wealth of local 
history, aptly beginning with the following folded map. 

 

I used this map this last week to take my grandsons on a walk 
past ‘The Horns’ down to see the smithy by ‘The Shoes’ and 
over the bridge at the station on our way to The Church as we 
went to find the grave of O G S Crawford in the graveyard at St 
Boniface’s Church. 

Osbert Guy Stanhope Crawford (28 October 1886 – 29 
November 1957) was a British archaeologist who specialised in 
the study of prehistoric Britain and the archaeology of Sudan. A 
full and detailed history about him can be found at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/O.G.S. Crawford, but I am not sure 
all the facts there, as they list his dates as ending on 28 
November, yet his tombstone clearly states 29 November! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/O.G.S.%20Crawford
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It is interesting to see that the 
only inscription after his 
dates on the tombstone is 
Founder & Editor of 
ANTIQUITY, a journal he 
founded in 1927 and edited 
until his death in 1957. 
During World War One he 
moved from the Army to the 
Royal Flying Corps as an 
observer, gaining first-hand 
experience of aerial 
photography and map 
making. Crawford moved to 
Southampton in October 
1920 to work at the 
Ordnance Survey (OS) as its 
first archaeological officer. 

From here he toured the country, often on bicycle, discovering 
and exploring new sites. At the start of WW2, he took some of 
the old OS maps and stored them in the garage of his house at 
Nursling to protect them from the bombing that took place in 
Southampton. Unfortunately, the OS did not pay sufficient 
attention to his pleas to make provision to protect many of their 
archives, because the OS HQ was destroyed in the bombing 
and many documents were lost.  

He seems to have been a fascinating character, rearing pigs for 
food and growing vegetables at Nursling. He kept some cats 
(see him with Grannie below) and was fascinated by them, 
learning how to mimic their noises, performing them in a BBC 
broadcast on the language of cats. He lacked both a car and a 
phone. 
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This picture comes from his autobiography, Said and Done, 
published in 1955. Crawford wrote many books, one of which, 
Archaeology in the Field, is aimed at the intelligent layperson 
interested in archaeology. That book just contains one 
reference to Nursling, mentioning about where the Roman road 
crossed the Test at a small village possibly called Onna. 
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The Southampton Echo published the following obituary in 
November 1957. 

 

Now I cannot find where Hope Villa is. Does it still exist? 

In 2008 Kitty Hauser wrote a biography of Crawford in Bloody 
Old Britain: OGS Crawford and the Archaeology of Modern Life. 
It will be interesting to compare that biography with Crawford’s 
autobiography during the current lockdown! 

If you want to find and purchase old (or new) out-of-date books 
online, then the Addall website https://used.addall.com/ is a 
great place to start that search. You can often find books there 
that are cheaper than those on ebay or Amazon. 

Peter Ransom

https://used.addall.com/
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Recipe of the Week: Gluten free Lime and Coconut Cake 
This is excellent as both a cake and a desert but you will need 
at least a fork unless you want really sticky fingers.  

Preheat the oven to 180C/gas 4. 

Ingredients  
25g GF SR flour (I use Doves or Sainsbury’s own) *  
½ tsp xanthan gum**  
175g Stork or Flora Buttery***  
Finely grated zest of 3–4 small limes  
175g caster sugar  
3 eggs  
50g desiccated coconut  

* you can use Plain flour or Rice four and add GF Baking 
powder. If you use Rice flour the cake is likely to sink slightly in 
the centre but it’s still good.  
** this is optional if you only plan to use as a desert.  
*** even posher with softened unsalted butter.  

For the drizzle  
75g caster sugar  
100ml freshly squeezed  
lime juice (about 3–4 limes)  

Equipment  
1-litre loaf tin, 20x10cm, lightly greased, lined with baking 
parchment.  

Method  

Sift together the flour (and xanthan gum, if using), into a bowl. 
In a mixing bowl, beat the butter and lime zest to a cream, using 
either a wooden spoon or a hand-held electric whisk. Add the 
sugar and continue to beat until the mixture is light and creamy.  

Add the eggs, one at a time, adding 1 tbsp flour with each and 
beating thoroughly before adding the next. Carefully fold in the 
remaining flour with a large metal spoon, then fold in the 
desiccated coconut. Spoon the mixture into the prepared tin, 
lightly smoothing over the surface with the back of a spoon.  
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Bake in the oven for 45–55 minutes or until the surface is nicely 
golden and the cake feels springy to the touch. Shortly before 
the cake will be ready, prepare the drizzle by dissolving the 
sugar in the lime juice and reducing slightly (to make the cake 
either more moist or stickier depending on personal taste and 
experience). When the cake comes out of the oven, prick the 
surface deeply, but not to the bottom, all over with a skewer.  

Spoon half the syrup over the surface and leave to cool for 10 
minutes before spooning the remainder over the top and down 
the sides. Leave until cool before turning out. This cake will 
keep for 5 days in an airtight tin or can be stored for up to 3 
months in a chest freezer. 

Recipe credit: The GF Lady 

 

 

 

Rownhams Jigsaw Exchange 

There has never been a better time to visit the Exchange: there 

are six boxes full of puzzles varying in size from 300 to 1500 

pieces plus a dedicated Christmas box. Thank you to all those 

who donated puzzles this week and apologies to anyone who 

came on Monday to find the Exchange was shut. It looked as if 

it could rain, but I couldn’t leave the boxes on the porch 

because the window cleaner was coming so I had to hide them 

in the garage. 

I was very touched to find two hand knitted hearts left by a 

visitor at the weekend. Thank you. 

If you have never been, the Exchange is on the driveway of 33 

Horns Drove, on porch if wet. 

Cath Potten 
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OMG Quiz 

1 Who was the Norse god of mischief? 

2 Dionysus was the Greek god of wine. What was the Roman 
equivalent? 

3 Which animal form did the Egyptian god Anubis adopt? 

4 On which continent would you find belief in Manitou? 

5 Which priests held their ceremonies in a grove of oak 
trees? 

6 What is the most notable feature of the Hindu goddess 
Kali? 

7 Adherents of which religion are seeking Nirvana? 

8 Which faith has the holy book called The Torah? 

9 On which day of the week should you expect thunder? 

10 What would you expect the Greek goddess Diana to be 
holding in her right hand? 

Jon and Bev Sims 
 

 

 

Answers to last week’s Fruit Quiz 

1 Oranges are not the Only Fruit 

2 Swede 

3 Blackberry 

4 Jasper Carrott 

5 Apple 

6 The Raspberries 

7 Pears soap 

8 Banana 

9 Apricot 

10 Cherries  
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Tommy Cooper Hour 

£5,000 for a cello? Sounds like a big fiddle to me. 

I’ve managed to train my dog to bring me a glass of red wine. 

He’s a Bordeau Collie. 

I dreamt of pre-decimal money last night. I was awake at 3 and 

6. 

What do you call a man with no shins? Tony. 

How do you console an English teacher? There, their, they’re. 

 


