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Editorial 

Our 10th edition: double figures – who would have thought it? 

Thank you to villagers for their contributions this week.  Lots of 

us knew Nigel Anderton but perhaps had no idea of his career 

in the Fleet Air Arm. I would give money to see the photographs 

that Ken Golding describes!  We have a few more old postcards 

from the Baker’s Dozen sent by Peter Ransom and another 

report from our cub reporter, Advik, whose enthusiasm is 

infectious. 

David’s lovely photograph of St John’s Church taken from the 

lych gate inspired me to go exploring in the churchyard in 

search of the war graves.  I found two headstones and a lot 

more information on the Commonwealth War Graves website. 

More next week.  

Swap Saturday on 30th May was a great success, so much so 

that a vote was taken to hold the event on the first Saturday of 

each month, the next being tomorrow 6th June. 

Recipe of the Week is a Portuguese inspired dish which we 

hope will encourage other Nursling and Rownhams residents to 

send in traditional recipes from their culture.  A surprisingly high 

proportion of us moved here from Lordswood, but I do believe 

that some of our parishioners moved even further than those 

two kilometres!  It would be great to hear your stories and try 

your recipes.  I don’t think there are any traditional Lordswood 

dishes, but I could be wrong. 

In the meantime, look after yourselves and avoid risk.  

 

 

 

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the writers and not 
necessarily those of the editors  
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Nursling and Rownhams Parish Council 
Report for May 2020 

Parish Council Meetings 
Due to the Coronavirus Covid-19 situation, Parish Council 
meetings will be held via Zoom until further notice.  The first 
meeting via Zoom was held Tuesday 5th May 2020 and the next 
meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th June 2020 at 7.30pm.  If 
any resident wishes to take advantage of the 10 minute public 
question time please contact the Clerk on 02380 736766 or 
email clerk@nandr.org.uk.  You will be provided with a code to 
log in and will be able to ask questions during the 10 minutes 
allocated for this purpose.  The agenda will appear on our 
website  www.nandr.org.uk . 

PC Meeting 5th May 
Due to the emergency Local Government Regulation r.4(2) 
appointments normally made at an Annual Meeting are carried 
over until the next Annual Meeting.  Regulation 5(2) and 5(3) 
and 5(6)(c) replaces all legislation and standing orders.  The 
Parish Council therefore comprises Councillor Phil Bundy and 
Councillor Steve Williams, Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
respectively and in alphabetic order, other members of the 
Council are Holly Broomfield, Alan Bulpit, Mark Harding, Jo 
Lines, Mike Maltby, Hilary Painting, Daniel Spooner, Terese 
Swain. 

Footpath extension – St Boniface Park 
Quotations are being sought to extend the tarmac footpath from 
St Boniface Park to Horns Drove.  At present the footpath ends 
just before the gate and becomes very muddy during wet 
weather. 

Barbeques 
Recently a portable barbeque was used in the recreation 
ground.  Apart from burning away a patch of grass in the middle 
of the football pitch, the risk of further damage is considerable 
in the area of Home Covert.  An example is the recent 
heathland fires in Dorset.  If any resident observes such activity 

mailto:clerk@nandr.org.uk
http://www.nandr.org.uk/
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please report it immediately via the Clerk on 02380 736766 or 
clerk@nandr.org.uk. 

Skate Park and Play Equipment. 
This is a reminder that the above facilities are not available for 
use until further notice due to the current pandemic.  The signs 
stating this were removed by persons unknown around the 
skate park but this does not mean that it can be used. 

Fly Tipping 
More fly tipping has taken place in Coldharbour Lane and 
evidence has been gathered leading to the identity of those 
responsible. 
 
 

Report by Borough Councillors - Phil Bundy & 
Alison Finlay 

May 2020 

Supporting Local Groups 
We wish to thank all the dedicated members of staff at Test 
Valley plus our local help groups and the many individual 
residents in our ward who continue to assist other residents 
since implementation of the lockdown.  Hopefully this 
community spirit will remain when the threat of the pandemic 
has passed.  Please remember if anyone who is isolating and 
has no existing family or friend support network in place they 
can call the helpline on 0330 400 4116  
or email UnityC-19@unityonline.org.uk.   
They will then be referred to a local group who can help them. 
The helpline is open from 9am to 5pm, seven days a week. 

Cycle Link Improvement, Test Lane, Nursling. 
Colas Ltd will be resuming works on Monday 1 June for 
approximately seven weeks to complete the improvement cycle 
links along Test Lane.  Once completed, the project will provide 
a continuous three-metre-wide shared use pedestrian and cycle 
way from Andes Road, linking Southampton’s network of cycle 
routes with the Nursling Estate.  The aim is to improve 

mailto:clerk@nandr.org.uk
mailto:UnityC-19@unityonline.org.uk
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sustainable travel facilities for local people, employees of local 
businesses, commuters travelling between Southampton and 
Romsey, and for leisure cyclists.  Traffic lights will be in place 
for the duration of the works to facilitate lane closures.  Four-
way traffic lights will be in place from 9am –4:30pm (Mon-
Friday) at the Nursling B&Q roundabout from mid-June for 
approximately one week. 

Street Nameplates – Roads off Balmoral Way. 
Following a communication from a local resident received by 
TVBC, a review of road nameplates was carried out.  Some 
were found to be faded, some had lost their reflectivity and 
others had lost the “no through road” symbol.  As a result, the 
affected nameplates have been replaced.  Hopefully this will 
help to calm some of the concerns expressed by local residents 
on social media.  In an attempt to reduce further speculation, 
please feel free to contact Phil for information which you may 
find helpful. 

Household Waste Recycling Centres 
HCC has issued an update on the HWRC service as they 
respond to the continuing problem of high demand and traffic 
queuing issues, which are impacting on road safety, as well as 
local businesses and residents, depending on the location of 
different sites.  They have sought to protect the “basic service 
model” since re-opening, but the social distancing and ‘Covid-
safe’ working requirements mean that capacity on site has been 
significantly reduced, whilst demand has been very 
high.  Despite putting in place additional traffic management 
and extending the opening hours, as well as repeatedly asking 
residents to limit journeys to the HWRCs to essential trips, 
demand has remained very high and traffic queuing has 
continued to cause problems. 

They are now taking steps to implement a pre-booking system, 
which will mean that visits to sites can only be made if pre-
booked.  They are able to draw on lessons learned and 
experience from other areas which have implemented pre-
booking systems, and have the benefit of being able to select a 
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system that has been proven already, rather than developing 
such a system from scratch.  They are still working through the 
details of how the system will operate in practice, and when it 
will go live, but are aiming for implementation by mid 
June.  They will be providing more details as soon as the 
arrangements are finalised. 

Driving post-COVID economic recovery 
The Enterprise M3 Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) has 
partnered with its neighbouring LEPs in the South of England to 
call on the government to support their “growth economies” as 
part of the UK’s drive to recover from COVID-19.  Six LEPs, 
covering an area which produces almost 20% of the UK’s GDP, 
organised a roundtable discussion between business and 
government ministers earlier this week. 

Ministers were told that the LEPs’ combined areas, which cover 
Essex, Hertfordshire, Hampshire, Berkshire, Surrey, the Solent, 
Sussex and Kent, would become a ‘barometer’ for the success 
of the UK’s COVID-19 recovery.  They not only have a 
significant proportion of the country’s high-tech, high-growth 
industries needed to help drive recovery but also a 
disproportionate number of businesses in the aviation, 
hospitality, destination and cultural sectors which have been 
most affected by COVID-19. 

Dentistry 
NHS England and Improvement has written to dental practices 
setting out the next steps for delivery of NHS dental services in 
England, as the NHS moves into the second phase of the 
COVID-19 response.  The letter asks all dental practices to 
commence opening from Monday 8 June for all face to face 
care, where practices assess that they have the necessary 
infection prevention and control and PPE requirements in place. 

Fingerprick coronavirus antibody testing kits 
The Medicines & Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency has 

indicated that anyone supplying these types of tests should 

temporarily stop this service.

https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=1MzR3vwsUdaTcPzYV4U8-q20V9f-2dqGUpHuzoNYEA&s=200&u=https%3a%2f%2flnks%2egd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9%2eeyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjkuMjIyMDI2MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5lbmdsYW5kLm5ocy51ay9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbi9wcmVwYXJlZG5lc3MtbGV0dGVycy1mb3ItZGVudGFsLWNhcmUvIn0%2ea9472xqxWHWVFw7Mkd0SE17gd-pg16zCFDSDYbXrVRQ%2fbr%2f79248636817-l
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/action-taken-to-halt-sales-of-fingerprick-coronavirus-covid-19-antibody-testing-kits?utm_source=bf96df9d-bd02-4543-b018-6c56fe49e0d5&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
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Twinspire News 

Our church buildings are currently 
closed, but as a church family, we continue to pray, to 
love, to care for the vulnerable, and build our 

communities.  

Join us on Facebook at 10am on Sunday mornings for our 
contemporary live streamed service. You can also view our 
traditional services on the church YouTube channel. 

See the links page on our website 
https://twinspires.org.uk/links.html for details and links to our 
other services and midweek events. 

There are some picture quizzes for families as they walk 
round the area too.   

Alpha Course – please note new start date 

What – A chance to explore life and the Christian 
faith in a friendly, open and informal way, all from 
the comfort of your home.  

How - Each session runs as a virtual meeting (using Zoom) and 
involves watching an inspirational video focussing on different 
elements of the Christian faith and openly exploring the 
questions it provokes in smaller groups.  No question is a silly 
one, and you can get involved as little or as much as you like.    

When - The first session is on Tuesday 16 June at 
7.30pm.   For more details or to sign up email 
office@twinspires.org.uk or phone 023 80738293 and leave a 
message. 

You might like to share the Daily Hope freephone 
number with anyone you know who finds it difficult 
to access online Christian resources: 0800 804 
8044  
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Nigel Anderton 

Nigel was a familiar face in Nursling and his recent passing was 

mentioned in the Village News along with his commitment to the 

Parish and Borough Councils. 

Perhaps a lesser known fact about Nigel is that he was a pilot in 

the Fleet Air Arm and flew Sea Vixens.  Several years ago, 

when I was working as a local picture framer, Nigel asked me to 

frame some black and white sequenced photographs for him.  I 

am guessing they were taken in the 1960s.  Even though I was 

in the Fleet Air Arm myself in the late 60s, early 70s I didn’t 

realise that even at that time every take off from the flight deck 

was sequence photographed. 

The photographs show the Sea Vixen that Nigel was flying 

taking off and rising into the air but what he didn’t realise was 

that his engine was on fire and huge flames were seen coming 

from the rear of his aircraft.  In the photographs the intensity of 

the plume of flame and black smoke is obvious to the ground 

crew but not to the pilot: the engines of a Sea Vixen are well to 

the rear of the aircraft.  The observers in the flight deck control 

tower radioed Nigel to warn him of the problem.  Fortunately, he 

managed to continue his flight and land safely – at RNAS 

Yeovilton, I believe. 

Anyway, Nigel lived to tell the tale and had the photographs to 

prove it! 

Ken Golding      
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21st Romsey - Cubs Highlights 

This week was no different from how awesome the Zoom meetings 

are.  The session started with a game that Kaa had planned for us. 

It was called ‘We are going on a Cub Camp and we’re taking a...’ 

(one had to think of an item to take to a Cub Camp in the order of 

the alphabet only like ‘a’ for apple, ‘b’ for banana and so on). We 

took it in turns to think of a word.  All of us thoroughly enjoyed this 

game. 

Secondly, adding to the fun, all the Cubs had prepared a short 

piece for ‘Taurus Got Talent’.  All of us had to produce a 90-second 

video displaying any talent that we had.  We could either perform 

‘live’ or send it in advance to our leaders.  I performed an act that 

included martial arts, the keyboard and then the guitar.  Other 

people had prepared acts like skiing, martial arts, drawing and 

jokes.  Eventually, it was time for the 8:00 pm clap.  Thereafter, we 

saw more people’s videos.  Finally, it was the end of the session.  

The Leaders have already sent a programme to us and, by the 

looks of it, I think they’ve come up with even more fun activities. 

They are doing this activity called ‘Pass on The Water Fight’.  One 

does this by asking somebody to throw water on to oneself and then 

throw some more water to your left.  These Cubs sessions just keep 

on getting better.  I can’t wait for the next week to come because we 

are doing Murder Mystery!!!  A heartfelt thanks to all the Leaders for 

still conducting all these amazing meetings. 

 

Advik Bhandari 

                                                                            



10 
 

Commonwealth War Graves 

If you recognise the view of St John’s Church on our cover, you 

will know that the photograph was taken from the lych gate.  

Have you ever seen the small blue plaque on it containing the 

words ‘Commonwealth War Graves’ and wondered what that 

meant? 

According to the records of the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission there are 4 casualties buried in our churchyard, 3 

of whom are identified. 

The first casualty is Edwin Charles Andrews, a Second 

Lieutenant in the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), 

who died aged 25 on 12th August 1918.  He was the son of 

William Charles and Emily Andrews of Peartree Avenue but 

was born in Rownhams. 

The second casualty is Antony George Mead, a Lieutenant on 

the Special List, who died aged 43 on 26th May 1919, 7 months 

after the Great War ended.  His father was the Rev. George 

Mead of Rownhams Vicarage. 

Corporal William George Harle, the third identified casualty, 

was a victim of the Second World War and died on 13th August 

1944.  He was in the Auxiliary Air Force and his wife and his 

parents all lived in Bishopston, Bristol.  Why then was he buried 

in Rownhams?  Perhaps someone in the village has more 

information. 

I have found the headstones of Edwin Charles Andrews and 

William George Harle, but could not locate those of Antony 

George Mead and the unidentified serviceman.  Again, 

someone reading this may be able to tell us more. 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission maintains 

cemeteries and memorials at 23,000 locations in more than 150 

countries to honour the 1.7 million men and women of the 
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Commonwealth forces who died in the First and Second World 

Wars and to ensure they will never be forgotten. 

Cath Potten 

  
Photo credit: Cath Potten 
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Old Postcards 

Here are two more postcards from Peter Ransom’s archives.  
Do any readers recognise their houses? 

 
(Still there at the top of Horns Drove!) 

 
(Rownhams House is still there!)  
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Get Walking: Over the Boardwalk 

Now that we are permitted to go further afield (Durham 
anybody?) let’s do just that.  I know many of you enjoy the walk 
down to Testwood Lakes.  This follows the now familiar route (I 
trust you have been following all these past walks?) from The 
Four Horseshoes at the bottom of Nursling Street, under the 
motorway junction and along Dairy Lane to the railway bridge.  
Left onto Station Road, bearing right at the next junction, then 
right onto Mill Lane by the cottages.  Head down the lane, 
across the first stream to Nursling Mill and then over the main 
channel of the Test.  If you want to go for a circumnavigation of 
the lake, keep going.  If you want a longer (5km) circuit, cross 
the stile on the left just after the river and before the path 
narrows.  Follow the path across this pleasant meadow and 
over a footbridge across the brook, emerging eventually onto 
the road bordering Calmore Industrial Estate.  Turn left and 
follow this road, past the water pumping station on your left, to a 
gate.  Straight ahead leads to a private angling club based on 
two small lakes.  To the right is a path through some pretty 
woodland until you emerge through a curious modern steel 
barrier/stile/gate/thingy onto a large area of common, much 
used by those foreigners in the far-away land of Totton.  

Now the possibly tricky bit.  Aim straight across to the far end of 
the newish houses on the far side.  You will get to a path where 
you will find another curious barrier/stile/gate/thingy.  It took us 
a while to figure this out: clearly designed to deter motorbikes, 
the bit to the right is obviously for upright humans to squeeze 
through.  The cage to the left, so we eventually surmised, is a 
kind of airlock for transferring prams and pushchairs from one 
side to the other.  Unless anyone knows better?  Having said 
which, don't go through this thing!  Turn left along the fence 
behind the playing fields of Testwood School.  At the end of this 
fence just keep going in a straight line towards the trees, 
following a line of wireless fence posts (must be new 
technology) until you go through a gate onto a track in the 
trees.  Turn left.  That’s the end of the complicated bit. 
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The track takes you to Testwood Mill, the high point of this walk 
and well worth the effort.  The most notable remaining part of 
the mill, which dates back to the mid-1800s, is a small tower, 
now listed Grade 2.  A cottage sits on an island in the river.  
The water rushes through sluices and under the bridge where 
grey wagtails (that’s the ones that are yellow underneath, not to 
be confused with the yellow wagtails which are more, how shall 
we say, yellow) hover after their insect prey or earn their name 
by wagging on exposed rocks.  A glorious spot. 

Just past the mill, a gate on the left leads onto the boardwalk.  
This carries you dry-shod across the reed beds of the Lower 
Test Nature Reserve.  Bring your bins if you are into birds but 
check the tide tables because, at the far end of the board walk, 
the next track can sometimes be under an inch or two of water 
at very high spring tides.  An occurrence rare enough not really 
to worry about.  When the track gets to the railway crossing, 
you could cross the tracks (with care) to emerge just downhill 
from the B&Q roundabout.  The more scenic return route is to 
turn left and simply follow the path parallel to the railway until 
you emerge once again onto Mill Lane.  You will notice a large 
ditch to your right along this section; clearer in some places 
than others, filled with water except in conditions like the current 
hot weather.  These are remnants of the Redbridge to Andover 
Canal which, from 1794, would have taken you by boat for 22 
miles and through 24 locks to Andover.  More of it can be seen 
along Lee Lane and behind the Plaza in Romsey.  It was taken 
over by the railway opposition in 1859 and much of its route 
turned into the line later nicknamed The Sprat and Winkle.  But 
before that, what a towpath walk it would have presented (even 
if you aren’t that fond of Andover!)  Or better still by boat. I’d 
even settle for a steam train from Nursling Station.  We can but 
dream. 

Mr Rambler 
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CORVIDS 

Our thanks to Mike Westcott for his permission to publish his 

charming corvid illustration.  He explained that it was a stencil 

print based on a photo of rooks he took near Greatbridge a few 

years ago.  Mike lives in Romsey and exhibits his works in the 

Romsey Art Group Gallery in the old church in Lee on their 

open days.  
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Growing up in the 50s 

There was still sweet rationing when I was a young child until 

February 1953.  Family lore has it that I cried when my Grandma 

Morrison gave me a bag of Dolly Mixtures from the sweet shop.  

Having been used to Dolly Mixtures being diced carrot, swede 

and turnip, I couldn’t accept that this bag of sweets was the real 

thing.  Can you imagine the time and effort it took cutting the 

vegetables into tiny cubes?  I was a very indulged first grandchild. 

My father was in the RAF: he joined as soon as he could, aged 

18, and took part in the Berlin Air Lift but always regretted that he 

was too young to have taken part in the war itself.  How I wish 

that I had asked him more questions about this important time in 

history.  Instead of continuing his education at Oxford University, 

my father stayed in the RAF as a pilot.  We moved many times to 

various Royal Air Force bases in England, always returning out of 

season to Grandma Morrison’s boarding house in the Isle of Man.  

The ferry journey from Liverpool to Douglas in winter was 

horrendous.  A cousin of my mother’s was a merchant seaman 

and said the only time he had ever been seasick was on the 

crossing from Liverpool to the Isle of Man! 

My parents were very young, only 22 when they had me.  Mum 

used to tell us of the time she got told off for taking me for a long 

walk on Douglas Promenade when I was just one.  “That child’s 

mother is going to be so cross with you!’ she was told.  On 

another walk when I was a bit older an old lady asked me, ‘And 

where is your Daddy, dear?’  I pointed up to the sky as that is 

where my daddy worked.  ‘I am so sorry,’ said the lady to my 

mother. ‘I didn’t realise you were a widow.’  People were 

friendlier/nosier then – well, at least they were on the Isle of Man! 

Because of my father’s career, we mainly lived on camps in the 

middle of nowhere and my mother used to take me and my sister 

on country walks with my brother in the pram.  She knew all the 

names of the flowers on the verges, the fields and in the 

woodland.  I remember picking bluebells in the spring and 
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blackberries and hazelnuts in the autumn.  Recently on country 

walks, long forgotten names surfaced in my mind: cowslip, 

speedwell, red campion, herb robert, greater stitchwort, old man’s 

beard – such evocative names.  I wish my mother were still here 

to help me put names to plants.  Seeing family groups out walking 

and cycling in lock down time reminded me so much of my 

childhood outings. 

In 1958 we were living in Oxted, Surrey, and in quarantine 

because one of my grandmother’s guests had been diagnosed 

with polio.  We had already had measles, chicken pox, mumps 

and German measles and polio was probably the last 

contractable disease available.  These were the days before 

vaccinations and these childhood diseases could have serious 

consequences.  The daughter of Grandma Morrison’s next-door 

neighbour was in an iron lung as the result of polio and we were 

always taken in to see her when we stayed in the Isle of Man.  

The woman seemed old to us as children but was probably only 

in her late 20s.  In the 50s, parents used to have measles and 

chicken pox parties to deliberately spread the diseases, all of 

which could have serious consequences including blindness and 

death – all preventable now.  I really don’t understand anti 

vaxxers.  Why would you not take any chance to prevent your 

children from harm? 

I remember when we lived in Oxted being terrified when our car 

wouldn’t start and my father would push it to the end of our close 

to a really steep hill, Chalkpit Lane, and then run alongside the 

car until it gained enough momentum for him to bump start it and 

he would jump in whilst my sister and I would be gibbering in fear 

on the back seat without seat belts, of course.  

My mother always celebrated Hallowe’en – Hop-tu-Naa - with 

Manx ghost stories and bobbing and ducking for apples.  We 

used to dress up as ghosts in sheets and ‘scare’ the next-door 

neighbours when they came back from work.  No ‘Trick or 

Treating’ then.  One year, we were joined by some old friends 

who happened to be posted on the same RAF base as us and 
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were astonished when one of the daughters stripped off stark 

naked to duck for apples! 

We lived in Eltham, SE London, for a while when my father 

worked in Air Ministry.  He told us that at work he just sat and 

read newspapers but I think he was downplaying it a bit!  My 

mother was convinced our phone was bugged.  This was in the 

time that very few people had phones, yet we had people coming 

regularly to check our phones, saying that they had received 

complaints.  We only knew one other household who had a phone 

– our aunt and uncle who said they had never complained.  I can 

still remember the number of this, our first telephone: Eltham 

8207.  We were never allowed to use it!  I’ve remembered that for 

61 years – but don’t ask me my mobile number now!   

I remember my father taking my sister and me to London to see 

the Christmas decorations and to visit Hamley’s, the world-

famous toy shop, and other sights.  He showed us Air Ministry 

where he worked and the ‘top secret’ spy school which the 

Russians were well aware of and used to deliberately and 

obviously walk past!  We had a trip to see the floral decorations 

for the wedding of Princess Margaret and Lord Snowden in May 

1960.  I can still remember the lampposts full of flower 

arrangements. 

However, the most exciting thing to happen to us was in late 

summer 1960 when my father told us he was posted to 

Singapore!  We were enthralled by our parents’ accounts of exotic 

animals and food, the weather (a terrific thunderstorm every day 

at 3pm), swimming pools.  It was going to be a huge adventure. 

Aged 10, I realised that I had to be able to swim to take full 

advantage of the opportunities this posting to Singapore would 

bring: so, I made it my mission to teach myself.  I used to walk to 

our local open-air unheated swimming pool about 20 minutes’ 

walk away, perhaps more, and launch myself into the increasing 

freezing waters.  In my memory, I was the only person there, but I 

persevered and when the surface of the pool was littered with 

fallen leaves, I had done it: I could swim! 
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Well, my mother must have given me the money to do this, and 

she was pretty busy with three other children, but can you 

imagine any parent these days just letting a ten year old go off 

unsupervised like that?  When we get together with our oldest 

friends, we remember going off for picnics all day – though 

whether these memories are strictly accurate, I am not sure.  We 

took jam sandwiches which we made by cutting the bread with 

scissors because we weren’t allowed to use knives and orange 

squash in some random glass container, and off we went with 

Rocky the dog.  Very Enid Blyton!  I was the oldest, so I was in 

charge.  Aged 8… 

Anon 

  

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 

 

SWAP SATURDAY 

Saturday 6th June 

10 am to 4 pm 

Put out your unwanted stuff and 

watch it disappear! 

Wander round the village and find 

treasure galore! 

Fun for all the family 
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Quiz of The Month - June 

1. The first TV licence in the UK was issued on 1st June 1946.  How 
much did it cost? 

2. George Orwell’s novel 1984 was published on 8th June in which 
year? 

3. The first Oxford and Cambridge boat race took place on 10th 
June in which year? 

4. Where was Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, born on 10th June 
1921? 

5. Where did the first public flight of a full-sized hovercraft take place 
on 11th June 1959? 

6. Where was the Magna Carta signed by King John on 15th June 
1215? 

7. Who was the first woman in space on 16th June 1963? 
8. On 24th June 2010 Julia Gillard became the first woman Prime 

Minister of which country? 
9. Lt. Col. George Custer died on 25th June 1876 during which 

battle? 
10. Which member of European royalty was assassinated in Sarajevo 

on 28th June 1914? 
Answers will be provided next week 

Quiz credit: Sherry Ryan 

Answers for last week’s History Quiz 

1. Claudius. AD 43. Julius Caesar came, saw, conquered but then 
went home again.  

2. The Battle of Hastings. At Stamford Bridge, King Harold beat his 
brother Tostig and the Norwegian army of Harald Hardrada before 
marching south to meet William of Normandy.  

3. Henry V. Besieged Harfleur for ages then marched what was left 
of his army north to Calais, via Agincourt.  

4. Anne Boleyn and Katherine Howard  
5. Oliver Cromwell  
6. The seed drill.  
7. Oscar Wilde.  
8. Cinema. It wasn’t the first in the world and it wasn’t called cinema 

at the time!  
9. Ascent of Everest by a ‘British’ New Zealander and a ‘British’ 

Sherpa. 
10. They were both Scottish.  
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Recipe of the Week: Portuguese Fish and Chips 

This is my version of a simple supper dish which was featured on a 
Hairy Bikers series a few years ago.  They travelled throughout the 
UK, meeting ordinary people who cooked them a dish which was 
part of their family’s favourite, everyday food.  Jeni is married to a 
Portuguese man and, as a nod to his origins, she conceived a 
recipe which has hints of the Bacalhau a Bras of his memories.  You 
can get the salt fish at most West Indian shops as it features in the 
Jamaican staple of salt fish and ackees, or at the International Store 
in Portswood.  This recipe will serve two people. 

Ingredients 
250g pack of salt fish 
1tbsp olive oil 
1 onion 
1 or 2 garlic cloves peeled and chopped 
1tsp cayenne pepper 
2 eggs beaten 
handful of frozen peas 
2 portions of frozen french fries 
black pepper 

Method 
1. Rinse the salt fish, place in a bowl and cover with cold water. 
2. Leave to soak for 24 hours, changing the water at least twice. 
3. The next day drain the fish and place in a large saucepan. 
4. Cover with cold water, bring to the boil and cook for about 20 

minutes, until the fish is tender and flaky. Leave to cool, then 
separate into flakes, removing any skin and bones. 

5. Heat the olive oil and cook the onion and garlic until softened. 
Add the cayenne pepper. 

6. Meanwhile, cook the frozen french fries in the oven in 
accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. 

7. Add the frozen peas to the onion and garlic mixture and heat 
through. 

8. Add the salt fish and beaten eggs to the mixture and stir over a 
gentle heat until the eggs are cooked. 

9. Add the cooked french fries to the mixture and stir thoroughly. 
10. Season with black pepper. 
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That’s it. You could garnish with chopped parsley, incorporate 
chillies and take the dish in lots of different directions.  By the way, if 
you are not familiar with salt fish, if you soak it as described above, 
it is not salty.  It has a lovely, soft flavour.  
 
I hope you enjoy. 
 
Rob Harvey 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Defibrillators 

If you come across someone who is not breathing or breathing erratically, the most important 

thing is to call 999 and start CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation).  If you are on your own, do 

not interrupt the CPR to go and get a defibrillator.  When you can, send someone else to find 

one.  Once the defibrillator is open, all you have to do is follow the spoken instructions.  You 

will find your nearest ones with public access located outside: 

Village Hall in Nursling Street 

Community Centre in Horns Drove 

It is there for anyone to use on someone in cardiac arrest.  The 999 operator will tell you the 

code to gain access to the equipment.  The machine gives clear spoken instructions. You do 

not need training to use one. 

Once in position, the defibrillator detects the heart's rhythm.  It will not deliver a shock unless 

one is needed. 

For more information see  https://www.bhf.org.uk/heart-health/nation-of-lifesavers/using-

defibrillators 
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Tommy Cooper Hour 

I said to this doctor, ‘Take my pulse’ and he ran off with my 

lentils. 

My wife eats like a horse so I bought her a nose bag. 

How do you approach an angry Welsh cheese?  Caerphilly. 

I used to work in a shoe recycling shop.  It was sole destroying. 

I’m glad I learned sign language.  It’s pretty handy. 

I’m going to sell my hoover.  It’s just gathering dust. 

Why do we have noses that run and feet that smell? 

I was walking through a cemetery and saw a woman.  

‘Morning,’ she said.  ‘No, I’m just walking the dog,’ I replied. 

 

Rownhams Jigsaw Exchange 

I love hosting the Exchange.  I have had lots of lovely chats 

with ‘Swappers’.  This afternoon, I heard a really touching story: 

a lady who has been in on the start of the Jigsaw Exchange told 

me that her grandfather had completed a picture of a robin and 

had had it framed for her in memory of her mother who died last 

year and loved robins.  

If I come across rogue jigsaw pieces, I will put them in a little 

bag.  Perhaps everyone could do the same, and if you 

recognise a missing piece, please let me know and we can 

reunite it with its puzzle. 

The boxes of jigsaws are at the bottom of the drive at 33 Horns 

Drove, or on the porch if the weather is more changeable.  

 

 


