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Editorial 

Welcome to the eighth edition of the Village News which has a 
bit of a watery theme running through it, starting with Duncan 
Richmond’s cover photograph of a swan which perfectly 
complements his thoughts of a proud cob preparing his nest 
and awaiting the arrival of his new family in ‘Swan Song’.  
Following this are some items featuring ducks, ducklings, a 
turtle and a gosling or two.  Don’t ask: just read them! 

Many parishioners will be aware of the Food Bank which 
operates in the church at Lordshill and will have contributed 
food items to the boxes in Sainsbury’s, or in St John’s Church.  
Lock down has presented the Food Bank with more challenges 
than usual as Graham Swinerd explains in his article which 
explains the origins of the foodbank and how it needs your help 
now more than ever. 

Thank you to Peter Ransom for sending us a Baker’s Dozen of 
old postcards, some of which we feature in this week’s edition.  
Mr Rambler provides more historical insight in our 
neighbourhood with his walk in Nursling and we are pleased to 
hear again from the History Group.  Thank you to Tammy Wale 
for her updates for Sunny Dayz and the Toddler Group.  We 
really do appreciate everyone’s photographs and articles: so, a 
big thank you to everyone who has sent material for this week’s 
edition. 

 

 

 

 

 

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the writers and not 
necessarily those of the editors  
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Duck and Ducklings 

This photo of the duck and her 13 ducklings soaking up the 
warmth of the day was taken in one of our local ponds.  She 
has done well to keep her brood safe – but imagine having to 
home school that lot! 

 
Photo credit: Brian Grierson 

 

Duck Deluxe joke 

The ‘Ducks Deluxe’ photo last week was crying out for my late 
father-in-law’s favourite joke, said in a broad northern accent.  
He was a Cockney, so the joke must have been from a well-
known northern comedian’s routine. 

‘Dad, Dad, there’s a man at door with bill.’ 
‘Don’t be daft.  Must be duck with hat on. 

Anon  
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Fernyhurst Lake 

A good few years ago, I was walking past Fernyhurst Lake on a 
lovely sunny spring day and paused hoping to see some 
ducklings.  Another woman was doing the same and we got 
talking – and we weren’t even two metres apart. 

‘Have you seen the turtle in the lake?’ she asked. 

‘I didn’t know there was a turtle in the lake.  Have you seen it?’ 

‘Yes,’ she replied, ‘on the television.’ 

‘On South Today?’ 

‘No, on the television.’ 

‘Yes,’ I said, ‘South Today is on the television.’ 

‘No, on the television!’ 

This might have gone on for some time had the woman not 
pointed to a discarded television in the lake on which lay a turtle 
enjoying the warm sunshine. 

Cath Potten 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Footpath by Water   Photo credit: Duncan Richmond  
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Swan Song 

My mate plucks at the soft feathers on her breast.  A glance up 
from those eyes tells me I should be doing the same, so I get 
my beak into the down and pull at anything vaguely lose.  We 
have managed to find sheep wool and a few other soft things to 
line the nest, so a little preening makes for a cosy centre 
amongst the gathered twigs and reeds that we have shaped 
into our spring home.  Humans call us mute swans, but one 
look from her tells me all I need to know, so I go back to 
collecting dry twigs, reeds and grasses.  Talking of humans, I 
don’t know what’s happening but there seem to be less of them 
around.  I used to spend my time fending off young humans, a 
quick hiss usually discourages them, but they don’t come near 
so often just now.  Perhaps they migrate with the seasons like 
some of the other wildlife. 

My mate and I have been together for five summers now and I 
have seen ten.  We are in our prime and looking forward to the 
arrival of our young.  We have built our nest just by the water 
but still amongst the reeds in the dry.  This gives us room to 
build our nest but conceals us from anyone, or anything 
wandering past but still near our food in the water.  The good 
news is that it has been a soft winter, with little hard frost and 
no snow so the group of lakes where we live is well stocked 
with weed, molluscs and insects so the family will not go 
hungry, and because it has been a soft winter, we are in peak 
condition which helps when bringing up the little ones.  Where 
we live has three lakes but only one with fish.  There is not 
much that frightens me, but pike are evil, and we have lost 
cygnets to them in the past.  They are very quick, and I hate 
those teeth.  Humans are our biggest fear but even they do not 
hunt us for our meat and feathers as they used to.  My parents 
would pass down the tales of swans being held captive so that 
we could be bred for eating and our beautiful plumage used to 
write -whatever that is - revolting.  Now we seem to be almost 
revered, my parents telling tales of pictures of swans on those 
images humans like. 
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I have the feeling I’m not wanted around here at the moment, 
so I slip soundlessly into the calm waters of the lake.  I’ll feed 
now so that when the eggs come, I can stand guard and see off 
the rats that will try to steal the eggs.  My mate was settling 
down in the nest so I don’t think that can be far off.  I cruise 
gently round the edges of our lake, never more than a few 
moments from our nest if I am needed.  I look around at the 
others on the water, ducks, geese, honking and pretending they 
own the place, coots and moorhens bustling around, all 
awaiting their eggs and chicks.  There is an air of new life in the 
water and around it, an excitement, creatures preparing for new 
life, and that life is imminent.  

Fully fed and ready for anything I swim back to the nest to find 
that we are not alone.  My mate greets me with a maternal 
smile.  She rises a little before settling back on seven new eggs 
and I had hardly been away.  I gently touch her beak in 
congratulations before having a celebratory preen.  We new 
parents have to look our best you know.  

Duncan Richmond  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo credit: Duncan Richmond  
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Goosie Goosie Gander 

These delightful photographs of geese and their goslings may 
remind you of the traditional nursery rhyme: 

Goosie Goosie Gander wither shall I wander? 
Upstairs and downstairs and in my lady’s chamber. 
There I met an old man who wouldn’t say his prayers 
So I took him by the left leg and threw him down the stairs.  

As usual with nursery rhymes, there is a dark side to the lyrics.  
Sources disagree whether it was Elizabeth I, Henry VIII or 
Oliver Cromwell but there was no doubt that the rhyme refers to 
the persecution of Roman Catholics in the 16th and 17th 
centuries.  Catholic clergy would hide in Priest’s Holes in the 
houses of Catholic aristocracy who kept their religion secret.  If 
priests were discovered, being kicked down the stairs would 
have been the least of their problems.  ‘Wouldn’t say his 
prayers’ could refer to an oath of allegiance to Elizabeth I or the 
fact Catholic priests said their prayers in Latin, not English.  A 
nick name for Roman Catholics is ‘left footers’ which could 
explain the reference to left leg and Cromwell’s soldiers 
apparently marched using the goose step. 

However, in these less violent times, we can just enjoy these 
lovely pictures! 

Photos credit: Duncan Richmond  
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Twinspires News 

Our church buildings are currently closed, 
but as a church family, we continue to pray, to love, to care for 
the vulnerable, and build our communities.  

Join us on Facebook at 10am on Sunday mornings for our live 
streamed service. 

See the links page on our website 
https://twinspires.org.uk/links.html for details and links to our 
midweek services and events. 

There are some picture quizzes for families as they walk round 
the area too. 

We shall be running a seven week series exploring questions 
about life and the Christian faith, all from the comfort of your 
home, starting on Tuesday 4 June at 7.30pm.   For more details 
email office@twinspires.org.uk or phone 023 80738293 and 
leave a message. 

 

Twin Spires News available on line 

The June edition of Twin Spires News, the church magazine for 
this parish, will be available via their website, 
www.twinspires.org.uk, from Sunday 24th May.  Until then the 
April and May editions will be available.  After that the May 
edition will still be available until we publish the July edition. 

Twin Spires News contains not only news of what your local 
parish churches are doing but articles to inform and inspire in 
general.  There are pages for children, puzzles, prayers, 
poems, cartoons and advertisements by local businesses - 
which we urge you to support if possible. 

Freds - the editorial team of Twin Spires News 

  

http://www.twinspires.org.uk/
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News from your local Food Bank 

Do you know where your local food bank is?  The Lordshill 
Basics Bank operates out of Lordshill Church, located between 
the Health Centre and the Library at Lordshill District Centre, 
under the umbrella of Southampton City Mission (SCM).  
Normal opening hours are 10 am to 3 pm on a Friday.  The 
operation is run by a hard-working group of volunteers.  This is 
one of five food banks operated by SCM across Southampton, 
one open each day of the working week. 

To use the bank, clients must be referred by an agent who will 
have talked to the client to establish genuine need.  There are 
hundreds of such agents across the City, from those working for 
organisations dealing with social problems to your GP or your 
children’s school teacher.  Each referral entitles the client and 
their family to a 5-day supply of food.  As SCM is charitable 
organisation, this operation is totally dependent upon public 
donations of food and cash, and given the recent increase in 
client numbers we are very appreciative of large numbers of 
generous donations to match the current need. 

To give you an idea of the level of activity (just at Lordshill), on 
Friday 20 March as the Covid-19 situation was gaining 
momentum, the Lordshill bank set a new record with 159 
people fed.  And since then, the bank has supplied a 5-day food 
parcel to 329 adults and 293 children.  Now an average of just 
over 100 people are fed each Friday.  This is a new level of 
operation - prior to the current pandemic situation the average 
was around the 50 to 60 mark.  So, we are very much in need 
of your generous support to keep the operation going for those 
among us who are experiencing food poverty.  I suspect that 
many of you already support the Bank with donations of food or 
cash, so this is an opportunity to express our gratitude for your 
compassion and generosity.  We certainly can't do it without 
you! 

Once upon a time, the main issue causing people to experience 
debt was the ‘roll out’ of the Universal Credit system, but this is 
now compounded by the economic impact of the Coronavirus 



 

10 
 

situation.  And this is not a short-term issue – the financial 
fallout from the ‘virocalypse’ is unfortunately likely to continue 
for a very long time.  Many of the people who need our services 
are ‘first-timers’ who find the process of simply asking for food 
embarrassing – something that they never thought would 
happen to them.  But we are all victims of circumstance, and 
just a few unfortunate steps away from food poverty.  In such 
cases, we just try to make people comfortable and make the 
process as painless as possible.  

If you would like to donate food items to the Food Bank, then 
there is a helpful shopping list online at: 
southamptoncitymission.co.uk/basics-banks/donate-food. There 
are donation boxes in Lordshill Sainsbury's, or you can bring 
items into Lordshill Church between 10 am and 3 pm on a 
Friday.  We also appreciate fresh fruit, veg and eggs, but these 
need to be bought, and brought into the bank on the day.  If you 
wish to donate financially then please go to: 
southamptoncitymission.co.uk/get-involved/give.  If you do not 
have internet access, you can send a cheque payable to 
'Southampton City Mission CIO' to: Unit 5, Second Avenue 
Business Park, Millbrook, Southampton, SO15 0LP.  Thank you 
and keep safe and well in these unprecedented times.  

Graham Swinerd, Basics Bank Contact.  

 

 

 

https://southamptoncitymission.co.uk/basics-banks/donate-food
https://southamptoncitymission.co.uk/get-involved/give
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Sunny Dayz News 

We would like to wish everyone well and hope we 
are all moving through this difficult time wisely and 
safely!  

Our Sunny Dayz parents are doing very well to keep their children 
occupied/inspired with activities involving craftwork, phonics and number 
work, garden activities, walks in nearby forests or woodland, looking for 
nature, and much, much more, all of which have been shared with each 
other in a virtual group.  Many parents have commented to me how 
helpful this group has been and how both the children and parents feel in 
contact with each other still.  Parent friendships are building through use 
of technology, which is amazing!  These times can be difficult but 
nurturing the children through this, with honesty and mindfulness can 
help them learn valuable life skills, in the hope though that they NEVER 
have to face a situation like this again!  

Sunny Dayz have been supporting each family and will continue to as we 
progress into a phased return to preschool in the very near future.  

This has been a great time for so many, to pause and think about 
situations they may find themselves in on a daily basis.  Attitudes are 
becoming more positive than ever as people have been searching for 
positivity during this pandemic.  The way we speak to others, the 
gratitude we have for the somewhat smaller things in life!  This is a 
wonderful time to discover much about ourselves. 

Our good friend Hayley at Contrast Dance/Little Me Yoga has been 
offering the chance to join her online children’s yoga classes!  Please 
see the posts on Sunny Dayz Preschool’s Facebook page as well as 
Nursling and Rownham’s Toddler Group Facebook page if this would be 
of interest to you and your children.    

Stay Safe and Keep Smiling!!! 

Sunny Dayz is a fun place to play and learn.  Please give us a call if you 
would like a space for your child.  See the contact details below. 

Sunny Dayz small in size – BIG on caring!  We are a small, friendly Pre 
School set in St John’s Church Hall.  We are open from 8.30am – 
3.30pm every week day.  If you would like to find out more information 
on our Pre School, please ring on 

07868247936 or 07873504152 

Email: enquiries@sunnydayzpreschool.co.uk 

Or alternatively have a look at our website  www.sunnydayzpreschool.co.uk 

http://www.sunnydayzpreschool.co.uk/
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Activity Idea From Preschool 

Create Your Own Puzzles!! 

Using old birthday or Christmas cards, even pages from old 
comic books and magazines, you can easily create many 

puzzles for any ability. 

 

 
 

  So easy!  

 

Don’t forget one for Grandma!!   

Start with your chosen picture! 

(Why not create one for Grandma 
and send it to her in the post!) 

Cut it in to several pieces! 

(Two of three for your little 
brother or sister or maybe 

100 for Grandma!) 

Place the pieces back 
together again and you’re 

done! 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Thumbs_up_icon.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Thumbs_up_icon.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Thumbs_up_icon.svg
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NURSLING AND 
ROWNHAMS 

TODDLER GROUP 
 

Toddler group is currently closed. We are hoping 
that everyone is safe and well at this unusual 

time and looking forward to seeing you all soon. 
 

OPEN EVERY TUESDAY FROM  

9.30AM – 11.30AM, TERM TIME ONLY 

 AT NURSLING & ROWNHAMS COMMUNITY CENTRE, HORNS DROVE, SO16 
8AH 

 
WE WELCOME PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, CARERS,  

BABIES AND CHILDREN UP TO THE AGE OF 
5 YEARS OLD. 

 
 WE HAVE A LOVELY WIDE SELECTION OF TOYS AND ACTIVITIES TO KEEP 

THEM ALL ENTERTAINED, SO POP ALONG AND JOIN US – NO NEED TO BOOK!  
 

ONLY £2 PER VISIT PER FAMILY (1 ADULT/2 CHILDREN) 
CHILDREN UNDER 12MONTHS £1 (1 ADULT/1 UNDER 1) 

 

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT: 

 Tammy Wale – 07873504152/07868247936 

 

Alternatively, please see our Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/Nursling-and-Rownhams-Toddler-Group-
170372686348395  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiLsbGsgZTOAhVKlxoKHWpWCVsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image%3D1053&psig=AFQjCNEFV4CCvYOrUTBrg8ney6E3NRfZCA&ust=1469721475974053
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Old Postcards 

Following our feature of Julie Facey’s ‘Then and Now’, Peter 
Ransom dug in his archives and provided some old postcards 
of Nursling and Rownhams. 

Date unknown.  Until the great storm of 1987, this canopy of trees in Horns Drove 
was largely intact.  Even today, the remaining trees are recognisable in this post 
card. 

9 September 1909. The junction of Nursling Street/Romsey Road/Horns Drove has 
changed little in 111 years. 
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1 June, 1915. Rownhams School – now the Nursling and Rownhams Community 
Centre - operated as the village school until Rownhams St John’s School opened.  
Does anyone know when that was? 

11 June, pre 1910.  A much quieter spot then than now. 
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Nursling and Rownhams History Group 

In April we were intending to start our summer visits, the first to 
Northington Grange, New Alresford.  This is the remains of a 
Grade 1 listed, 19th century country mansion set in extensive 
parkland.  It is owned by the Baring family but under the care of 
English Heritage and the grounds and exterior of the building 
are open the public.  It was saved from demolition in the 1970’s 
but much had already been destroyed and the interior stripped.  
For several years it was home to the Grange Park Opera who 
held summer festivals of music there.  This would have been a 
rare opportunity to have a guided tour around what remains of 
the inside of the house. 

In May we were going to visit Ringwood Meeting House, built in 
1727and Grade II listed.  Inside it still has its original box pews 
and was saved from demolition in the 1970’s.  It was totally 
restored in 2011 and houses photographs and documents 
relating to the history of Ringwood. 

June should have been a visit to Eling Tide Mill, one of only two 
remaining tide mills still operating in the UK.  The current mill 
was rebuilt in the 1770’s after storm damage and closed in 
1946.  A pair of independent water wheels could drive two sets 
of millstones.  One has been restored and produces flour for 
sale.  Conservation work and the development of a visitor 
centre took place recently after a Heritage Lottery Grant was 
obtained. 

Our July outing was to have a tour of an exhibition in 
Winchester Cathedral, ‘Kings and Scribes: the Birth of a 
Nation’.  This was in a three- level space in the South Transept, 
taking us through 1000 years of history, and with awe inspiring 
views of the Cathedral.   

Hopefully these planned outings will be able to take place next 
year and we will be able to hold our September meeting in the 
Nursling and Rownhams Village Hall, Nursling Street, on the 
second Thursday of the month at 7.30 pm.  Visitors and new 
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members will be welcome.  Further information is available on 
the number shown below or on our website, 
www.nandrhistorygroup.wix.com/nurslingandrownhams 

Julie Gundry 

023 80738552 

 

Anti Histamine 

Pollen is appalling stuff 

It’s alright for the bees 

But when the downy dandelion seeds  

Come drifting on the breeze  

Then hay….hay…HAY fever 

Gets right up my nose 

So please excuse my sneeze 

And little green bits on my clothes 

Jon Sims 
 

 

Please send your photos, stories, memories, 
thoughts, poems and ideas to 
editors.villagenews@gmail.com 

An audience awaits you!’  

 

  

mailto:editors.villagenews@gmail.com
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Get Walking: The Nursling Circuit 

It is easy to think of Nursling simply as The Local Shops.  Before 
the motorways and the housing estates, it was more of a well 
spread rural community, mostly farmland.  The Romans had their 
settlement where the industrial estate now squats, behind B&Q.  
The eighth century name, Nhutscelle, derived from the Saxon 
name suggesting a shelter by a nut tree.  This evolved into 
Nutshalling and then Nursling.  This walk will show you how the 
parish was carved neatly in two by the M27 in the early 1970s. 

Start by the newly replaced motorway bridge on Romsey Road.  
Negotiate the long Armco barrier at the golf course end and follow 
the footpath down to Lymer Villas.  This was originally the centre 
of Upton before the emphasis moved to Upton Crescent.  Follow 
Upton Lane downhill with the electricity depot on your right.  After 
a short while you will see a track heading off to the left.  This was 
the original route of Upton Lane down to the Four Horseshoes.  
When the motorway was built, the road here was diverted down. 
to the railway bridge.  Head under the M271 bridge and, (keeping 
to the right so that you are facing any oncoming traffic) you will 
come to the entrance to Grove Place, a venerable establishment 
sitting on a wealth of history dating back to medieval times.  At 
one time a lunatic asylum, then a school, it is now a well-heeled 
retirement complex.  Look up the long, long drive to the current 
Grade 1 listed, Elizabethan building dating from the late 1500s. 
Cross the railway line and walk along to St Boniface Church, the 
original centre of the ecclesiastical parish and named after the 
missionary who spent some time at the Benedictine monastery of 
Nhutscelle.  It’s hard to think of this being a sleepy little dead end, 
a mere fifty years ago, now that the motorway is a constant 
background roar. 

At the very end of the road, by the imposing former Rectory 
(1788), the Test Way heads off to the right.  This is a lovely walk 
down to the river and beyond to Romsey (although very muddy 
after wet weather).  We are going to turn left and, after a short 
while, head under the M27 through a mundane looking concrete 
tunnel with remarkable properties.  Stand at one end and either 
clap your hands or shout.  The tunnel has superb acoustics and 
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several echoes come back, one after the other.  It is worth the 
walk just for this delight. 

A side stream of the Test leads you on to Mill Lane where the 
stream flows past some cottages and into a swirling pool before 
re-joining the main river.  The white cottage used to be decorated 
with umpteen skulls of pike with their ferocious teeth agape.  
Head back towards Nursling, past the entrance to New Forest 
Fencing.  The fields on the left once displayed earthworks known 
as The Walls, reputed to be the site of the Monastery although no 
one seems quite certain.  The next left turning is Station Road 
while Mill Lane carries on to the right.  The ends of these two 
lanes were bypassed when Weston Lane was extended at the 
time when the electricity substation was built and the giant 
transformers needed a less winding way to their final destination. 

Head along Station Road past the junction with Weston Lane until 
you turn right by the gate to the railway bridge.  Stand on the 
bridge and look around you.  Towards the motorway once lay 
Nursling Station with sidings where the coal came in for the Sibley 
family to distribute locally.  Only the station house remains.  The 
building by the bridge was called Dairy House and the footpath 
here is Dairy Lane.  Can anybody enlighten us about this aspect 
of the local economy?  There was certainly a deal of dairy farming 
in this area.  To the right of the railway is a line of reedy ground, 
once the Redbridge to Andover Canal.  Look over the other side 
of the bridge, in the Redbridge direction, and the canal is marked 
by the line of trees angling across the field to the right.  The 
Roman road to Winchester also ran across here; a right old 
transport hub! 

Dairy Lane will take you back up to the bottom of Nursling Street, 
past the Tesco depot and under the M27/M271 interchange.  
Nursling Street, pre-motorway, would have taken you from here 
across to the entrance to Grove Place.  The squat little building 
straddling the stream opposite the Shoes is one of four 
blacksmith forges which once served this busy farming 
community.  Just up the road on the left by Spencer’s Cottages is 
the cut off tail of Upton Lane, a final reminder of a divided village.  

Mr Rambler   



 

20 
 

Recipe of the Week 

Chris’s Chocolate Cake 

This recipe makes no apologies for being a tasty treat and not 
in the remotest a healthy dish!  My friend, Chris, was always 
asked to bring this cake whenever we had an American supper.  
Older children will be able to make this cake under adult 
supervision, whilst younger ones can help with the weighing 
and crumbling!  You can change some of the ingredients to suit 
your family’s tastes and store cupboard. 

 

Ingredients 

11/2 bars Bourneville Chocolate 

115g/4oz butter 

Tin of condensed milk 

340g/12oz digestive biscuits, crumbled in chunks 

60g/2oz walnut halves – or any nuts 

60g/2oz cherries quartered 

60g/2oz raisins or sultanas 

 

Method 

Melt chocolate and butter in bain marie 

Add condensed milk and stir 

Add all the other ingredients and stir 

Pour into 1lb loaf tin and chill in fridge until set 

Slice and make yourself share it with the whole family! 

Pruberry 
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River Quiz 

1. Which river crosses more international boundaries than any 
other? 

2. Which two colours merge to form the Nile? 
3. Which two major English rivers flow into the Humber? 
4. Which river starts in mid Wales and ends near Chepstow? 
5. Into which sea does the Orinoco flow? 
6. Which river features in the books of Mark Twain? 
7. Which river separates Laos from Thailand on its way to 

Vietnam? 
8. Which country is home to the Darling River? 
9. Which river, now underground, gave its name to an old London 

prison? 
10. Into which sea does the Volga flow? 
Answers will be provided next week 

Answers to last week’s quiz 

1. Edinburgh 
2. Jorvic (your vick) 
3. St Davids.  In the 16th century, St Davids was given city status.  

The status does not apply automatically on the basis of any 
particular criteria, although in England and Wales it was 
traditionally given to towns with diocesan cathedrals.  This 
association between having a cathedral and being called a city 
was established in the early 1540s when King Henry VIII 
founded dioceses.  City status was lost in 1886 but, at the 
request of Queen Elizabeth II, restored in 1994. 

4. Birmingham is on a plateau and the nearest it has to a river is 
the Rea (pronounced ‘ray') which is culverted for much of its 
course through the city. 

5. Belfast, including the Olympic, Britannic and Titanic. 
6. Cardiff 
7. Liverpool and Manchester Railway opened 1830.  Built by 

George Stephenson. 
8. Newcastle. Tyne Bridge, Swing Bridge, High Level Bridge, King 

Edward VII Bridge plus Queen Elizabeth II Metro Bridge and 
Gateshead Millennium (winking eye) Bridge. 

9. Norwich  
10. Truro   
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Tommy Cooper Hour 

This rabbit came up to me and said, ’Someone’s just chopped 
my foot off.’  I said, ’That’s lucky, isn’t it?’ 

I got home and the phone was ringing.  I said, ‘Who’s speaking, 
please?’ ‘You are,’ said the phone. 

Two cannibals were eating a clown.  One said, ‘Does this taste 
funny to you?’ 

D’you know I was complimented on my driving the other day.  
Someone put a note on my windscreen saying ‘Parking Fine’.  
So that was nice.  

I went to the doctor and he said, ‘I’m sorry, you have got a very 
serious illness.’ I said,’ I want a second opinion.’ ‘Okay,’ he 
said, ‘You are really ugly too.’ 

The wife and I cleared out the loft the other day: old, dusty and 
full of cobwebs.  But she’s good with the kids. 

 
 

Rownhams Jigsaw Exchange 

Thank you again for your continued support.  Thank you to 
whoever deposited a whole boxful on Thursday!  I love seeing 
passers-by of all ages having a good rummage through the 
boxes.  I am delighted to reveal that the missing piece of the 
2000-piece Venice jigsaw was reunited with the puzzle thanks 
to the power of the Village News!  The Exchange is to be found 
at the bottom of the drive of 33 Horns Drove, on porch if wet.  
Actually, it is a mark of the wonderful weather we’ve had since I 
started the exchange that it’s only been on the porch a couple 
of times. 

Cath Potten 

 
  



 

23 
 

Letter to the Editors 

From Ron English 

With reference to the quiz in the edition for 8th May, as all 
Cornish people know, the answer to question 9 (Who designed 
and built the first steam powered railway locomotive?) was 
Richard Trevithick not Thomas.  He died a pauper in the Bull 
Hotel, Dartford, and there is a memorial to him in the hotel. 

(Apologies for the wrong answer, but at least we didn’t say it was George 
Stephenson and enrage all our Cornish readers! - Ed) 

 

 

 

Defibrillators 

If you come across someone who is not breathing or breathing erratically, the most important 
thing is to call 999 and start CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation).  If you are on your own, do 
not interrupt the CPR to go and get a defibrillator.  When you can, send someone else to find 
one.  Once the defibrillator is open, all you have to do is follow the spoken instructions.  You 
will find your nearest ones with public access located outside: 

Village Hall in Nursling Street 

Community Centre in Horns Drove 

It is there for anyone to use on someone in cardiac arrest.  The 999 operator will tell you the 
code to gain access to the equipment.  The machine gives clear spoken instructions. You do 
not need training to use one. 

Once in position, the defibrillator detects the heart's rhythm.  It will not deliver a shock unless 
one is needed. 

For more information see  https://www.bhf.org.uk/heart-health/nation-of-lifesavers/using-
defibrillators 


