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Editorial 

So, here we are with Digital Edition 7 of the Village News and a 

loosening of lock down.  What do you feel about that?  Traffic 

around the village seems a little busier, but nowhere near as busy 

as pre lock down.  I will miss the quietness, though Duncan 

Richmond reminds us in his poem ‘The Sound of Silence’ that 

silence is only relative. 

The village celebrated the 75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe 

Day in style.  Thank you to those who sent in photographs of their 

street parties.  It is such a shame that such a momentous 

occasion could not have been celebrated in the public style that 

had been planned.  My ‘Uncle’ Gwynne who served in Bomber 

Command would have had a party.  I hope you enjoy the extracts 

from his memoir.  Thank you to Richard Comber for his memories 

of VE Day.  Surely, he can’t be the only parishioner alive in 1945?  

Don’t be shy: please send us your memories of the war years or 

of times past in Nursling and Rownhams.  Older people may not 

have the means to do so, so please nudge your parents, 

grandparents and older neighbours for their stories and help them 

share their history. 

Thank you to all our regular contributors, some of whom remain 

anonymous.  It is lovely to receive photographs, poems and a 

variety of fiction and non-fiction accounts. 

Well, the great excitement of the week was the arrival of the ice 

cream van on Wednesday.  I was thrilled to see it going down 

Horns Drove but not quick enough to ‘Stop me and buy one’!  

(Readers of a certain age will recognise that slogan.)  Not content 

with setting up a network of volunteers to help the older or more 

vulnerable members of our community, Sarah Sign organised an 

ice cream van to visit over 30 families in the village.  This is a 

woman, I suspect, who loves a spreadsheet!  Please send your 

photographs of Ice Cream Heaven to 

editors.villagenews@gmail.com. 

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the writers and not 

necessarily those of the editors  

mailto:editors.villagenews@gmail.com
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75th Anniversary of VE Day 
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St John’s Glebe 
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Mercy Missions 

In the Second World War ‘Uncle’ Gwynne, an old family friend, 

served in Bomber Command, 35 Squadron, as a Flight Engineer 

in a Lancaster bomber.  He was just 19 years and 10 days old 

when he joined his crew!  His skipper was an Australian called 

Bob Newbiggin – at one time the fastest junior swimmer in the 

world who later set eight consecutive records for surf 

championships after his war service, earning him a place in the 

Guinness Book of Records. 

Sometime after Bob’s death in 1988, Gwynne wrote an account of 

his time in his crew for Bob’s widow to give her an idea of Bob’s 

time with RAF Bomber Command and later had the memoir 

printed to raise funds for the RAF Benevolent Fund.  

In the run up to the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day, I 

decided to look again at what Gwynne had written about the 

original day as I couldn’t remember what he had said.  It wasn’t a 

surprise that I hadn’t remembered as he had nothing to say about 

the day itself, but what he wrote about some operations before 

the war ended were amazing.  I suspect few people would know 

such operations took place.  Here is an extract from his book: 

‘On the 24th April with the war still on I was asked to make up the 

crew on a mercy flight to a prisoner of war camp at 

Nieuwittenburg over six hours into Germany.  HQ had been 

assured that no attacks would be made on this mercy mission.  

However, we did not have too much faith – flying over enemy 

territory for six hours – that this would be honoured.  The three 

aircraft with their load of medical supplies took off from Gravely 

and proceeded to head for their destination at an altitude of 5,000 

feet.  It was a nice clear night and, although there was the 

underlying fear that something might go wrong, the prison target 

was identified and the supplies dropped and the aircraft returned 

safely. 

‘Back with Bob and the crew, another mercy mission took place 

on the 30th April.  This time we filled up the bomb bays with food 

desperately needed by the starving Dutch people.  The operation 
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was named Operation Manna and the selected target for the 

much-needed supplies was Valkenburgh on the Dutch coast.  The 

Germans had stated they would not fire on the mercy crews. 

‘As we came in at about 100ft from the sea towards land, the cliff 

top was covered with people including many children, waving 

flags and cheering.  It was a very emotional time for all of us to be 

able to help the Dutch people who had suffered years of German 

occupation and enforced starvation.  They came out in joyous 

force despite the frightening sight of bomber aircraft coming in at 

low level and the last remaining fully armed German sentries 

standing by – they must have been shattered that their dream of 

being the master race in Europe was over.  The Dutch continue to 

be eternally grateful to the British and the Americans who took 

part in this mission.’ 

Extract from ‘Bob’s Crew’ by kind permission of Gwynne Price, 

Squadron Leader AFM RAF (Rtd) 

Cath Potten 

 

 

 

VE Day Remembered 

I have been living in Rownhams for the last 36 years but on VE 

day I was a schoolboy living in Burnham, Buckinghamshire.  My 

father drove the two of us a few miles in the old Morris 10.  Petrol 

was rationed, so we had to be careful not to drive too much, but it 

was a very special day.  As we drove at walking pace through 

Eton, the Eton schoolboys opened and slammed the car doors to 

make as much noise as possible. It was a little bit alarming but 

fun at the same time. 

Richard Comber  
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Ducks Deluxe 

Hilary Linklater has been spending the lockdown making new 

friends.  This pair turn up in Nutshalling Avenue at least twice a 

day to be fed.  Hilary says it is costing her a fortune in bird seed. 

Perhaps she should present them with the bill? 

 

 

Jon Sims  
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Nursling and Rownhams Then and Now 

Over the past few weeks, thanks to Julie Facey and Southampton 

Heritage, we have published a selection of pictures from the past 

contrasted with how those places look now.  These are the last of 

the photographs unless you have some more for us. 

 

  
Photo credit: Julie Facey 
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Bored 
 
Eating popcorn we don’t really want 
Because that’s what the cinema’s for 
Buying new clothes and wearing them once 
Before chucking them on the floor 

Shouting abuse on the terraces 
To prove that men are men 
Driving miles to be somewhere else 
Then driving back home again 

Scowling at daubs worth millions of pounds 
Because someone had said you should go 
Queueing for hours for some exhibition 
Cos somebody told you so 

Eating food cooked by someone else 
Cos we couldn’t be bothered to cook 
Window shopping for hours at a time 
For the fun of just taking a look 

Going to listen to second hand gigs 
Musicians with tricks up their sleeves 
Going to theatres to watch grown up people 
Playing at make believe 

Exercise at the gym and a swim 
Then relaxing with mates in the bar 
Working out with machines and weights 
Then driving home in the car 

Ticking off places on bucket lists 
Then forgetting quite where we have been 
Flying halfway around the world 
To see things that your friends have seen 

And now we sit in this new kind of normal 
And contemplate while the drinks are poured 
That these were the things we used to do 
To stop ourselves getting bored 
 
Jon Sims  
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Cubs Recap from 21st Romsey 

It was another phenomenal session of Cubs with this week, being 

the best so far.  It started really well with every Cub excited 

[including me] because the magician was going to teach us how 

to do tricks with cards.  As a bonus, Akela and Kaa had some 

games lined up for us.  Kaa started with his game first.  One plays 

it like this.  One picks 5 powers and then there’s a mission and for 

each mission there is a slide which says how many points one 

gets for having one of the powers.  Some of the powers were: 

super strength, super speed, force fields, teleportation, telepathy 

and invisibility.  If one doesn’t have any of the powers then one 

loses 20 or 30 points. 

After that, Akela said that we were going to play Akela’s 

Backpack.  This is how we played this fun game.  Akela put up a 

picture first and then Akela took something away.  Thereafter, one 

had to try and guess what was missing in the picture.  

Soon after that, the magician arrived.  The magician told us a bit 

about his appearance and his name was Fred in the Shed.  His 

first trick was that the Queen had sent him a letter.  The Union 

Jack flag, that is at the top of Buckingham Palace, had been 

stolen and that she wanted Fred to make her a new one.  Fred 

put 3 colours (red, blue and white which are the colours of the 

Union Jack) into a bag and he pulled out a brand new Union Jack 

flag.  After that, he taught us a really easy magic trick with cards. 

Later, the magician had to leave but he did make the session 

quite memorable for us.  Undoubtedly, this was the greatest Zoom 

meeting yet. 

 

Advik Bhandari  
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Get Walking - Nightingale Wood 

Many people look puzzled when I mention Nightingale Wood.  

When I explain that this is the name of the woodland between the 

golf course and Toothill Road, with the Romsey road to the east, 

recognition dawns.  Until the end of the 19th century, it was 

known as Austrey Wood.  Why the name change?  Florence 

Nightingale’s family at Embley Park were neighbours to Lord 

Palmerston at Broadlands.  Is there a connection?  This woodland 

is still part of the Broadlands Estate with reminders in the form of 

a few roadside signs stating that it is all private property.  While 

this is true, walkers and horse riders have wandered these woods 

for as long as anyone can remember.  There are various access 

points from Toothill Road, Upper Toothill Road and along the 

public footpath behind the golf club’s car park. 

The original nine hole golf course was laid out in 1924.  It was 

enlarged to eighteen holes in 1974, a commentator in the 1980s 

noting that ‘a large portion of Nightingale has fallen under the golf 

course’ and, while this is true, at least the wooded fairways are 

preferable to bricks and concrete.  There is also still a sizeable 

area of mixed woodland with hazel, birch, pines and a few 

magnificent yew trees.  There is a maze of footpaths to follow but 

don’t worry about getting irretrievably lost; there are a few 

navigational tips to help you.  The midday sun (assuming it is 

shining) will lead you south towards the golf club.  Uphill will lead 

you east to Upper Toothill Road while, if the slope is downhill to 

your left, you are heading north towards Toothill Road.  You 

could, of course, use technology and I recommend the OS online 

map app, a bargain anywhere in the country.  The tracks on the 

maps, as in any area of forestry, have to be taken with a pinch of 

salt but the GPS works a treat.  And, of course, you could always 

use a good, old fashioned compass. 

The footpaths can get a bit muddy after heavy rain and passing 

horses can cut them up in places but good footwear will see you 

through and, at this time of year, the wild flowers, the fresh leaves 

and the birdsong are all exquisite.  The lower portion of the 
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woods, down towards the Romsey road, can be trickier walking as 

the abundant undergrowth obscures what little remains of any 

paths.  This (as mentioned last week) was a brick works based on 

a sizeable deposit of clay.  Various pits and ponds dot the 

landscape and recent fellings have confused matters even more. 

While exploring the industrial archaeology here just a few years 

ago I came across the remains of a light rail track which was used 

for moving materials around the site.  On my next visit, it had 

gone.  Change seems constant down here.  In higher areas of the 

woods, pits indicate historical extraction of both sand and gravel.  

Various small structures can still be found, some connected with 

the brickworks, some with the wood’s function in WW2 as a transit 

camp for D Day troops who, according to reports, camped 

miserably in the mud under the dripping trees, a scene hard to 

imagine on a glorious spring day in these gorgeous woods.  A 

sobering reminder of these less peaceful times is a small crater 

surrounded by modern security fencing with a sign warning of 

white phosphorus from whatever went bang.  In all this natural 

beauty, a monument to the works of man! 

If you go down to the woods today… 

Mr Rambler 

Addendum: following various conversations, it has come to light 

that the brick pillars in the woods at the bottom of Upper Toothill 

Road were the supports for a water tank, part of the infrastructure 

for the WW2 D Day army camps of which there were two, each 

consisting of around 500 Canadian troops.  The crater containing 

white phosphorus was left by a WW2 bomb removed by bomb 

disposal around 7 years ago.  Thanks to all who supplied this 

information.  

(A few years ago, when Nightingale Wood was the subject of heavy felling, 
a local resident wrote to the Village News concerned that the nightingales 
would not return to nest in the wood.  Perhaps that is the origin of the 
name.  Does anyone know? Ed) 
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Horns Drove Wood 
Mid-April 2020 – Mid-May 2020 

We did not have a conservation day in May due to 

the lockdown.  We have not lost any trees to the 

recent gales but the paths are covered with fallen 

branches brought down by the wind.  There are 

also lots of petals from the flowering trees.  At one 

time the cherry petals looked like snow on the paths near the 

gate.  Three trees will need to be felled having been declared 

unsafe by a tree surgeon and two ash sapling are showing signs 

of die back and will also be felled when permission has been 

received from Test Valley.  We have to obtain permission for all 

tree works as the wood is a conservation wood.  All trees over 

one inch are protected. 

Many of the summer flowers are starting to bloom.  The 

primroses, lesser celandines and most of the violets are now 

over.  They have been replaced by bugle, red campion, herb 

robert, pignut, wood and germander speed-well.  We have one 

flower of yellow archangel from that planted last year. 

We have seen a few butterflies, green-veined white and specked 

wood mainly.  It is still early for many of the butterflies.  There are 

many hoverflies about and a number of queen bees looking for 

nest sites.  Two species of bats have been seen and their echo-

location heard along Horns Drove.  Common pipistrelle and 

noctule were noted and possibly a third species but that will need 

to be confirmed. 

We saw, heard or noted flying over 23 species 

of birds including mallards flying over and two 

swallows flying from St Boniface Park.  The 

nuthatches have hatched their brood which can 

be heard calling for food.  The wood resounds 

with bird song, notably wren, robin, blackbird, 

wood pigeon, stock dove, chiffchaff, blackcap 

and the tits.  We were pleased to see a grass 

snake under the reptile sheet and hope to see more later in the 
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year.  Also seen were slugs, woodlice, centipedes all on the bug 

house constructed some years ago.  Squirrels have been seen 

but still no deer, and a bank vole was under the reptile sheet but 

has now gone elsewhere probably because the grass snake has 

returned. 

We will welcome volunteers to help us look after the wood after 

the lockdown.  Until then, stay well and maintain social isolation.  

We will inform the volunteers when we next have a conservation 

day.  For further information please contact the Parish Clark on 

023 80736766.  

Pam Ward, Sue Lambert, Selwyn and Jan Capstick and the 

volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Defibrillators can be found outside  

The Village Hall in Nursling Street and Community Centre in Horns Drove 

Someone not breathing or breathing erratically?  Call 999.   Do CPR   Ask someone else to go and 

get the defibrillator.   999 will give them the code to access the equipment.  Follow the spoken 

instructions given by the defibrillator. 
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Sound of Silence 

Lazy lockdown, 

savour the silence. 

Into the garden, 

squeaking doors 

to 

pastoral peace. 

Adjust a pot or two 

scraping metal on unforgiving concrete. 

Clattering chair 

complaining, 

protesting bones 

straining. 

Contemplative silence? 

Banging gates, 

screaming children, 

attention seeking, 

Lawn mowers and chain saws 

distant but persistent. 

a moment of peace? 

Blackbirds singing 

Robins trilling 

Finches fluttering 

Bass line pigeons cooing. 

Even larks ascending, 

Starlings choral, 

Woodpeckers rattle. 

Impatient winds, 
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stirring the treetops. 

Rested from reverie 

Police, fire or ambulance, 

blue lighted, 

rush to someone’s calamity. 

A doppler motorbike 

hurtles headlong. 

Remove to the calm of water 

lakeside 

soak up the sun, 

bask on a bench, 

honking Geese, 

bickering ducks. 

Even the majestic swan, 

hissing 

Silence is jolly loud. 

Duncan Richmond 
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Recipe of the Week 

Meat Loaf 

This recipe is very easy to make – ideal for children to help an 

adult.  You can vary the ingredients and seasoning to suit your 

family’s taste and what you have in the cupboards. 

 

Ingredients 

2lbs minced beef 

2 onions, chopped and fried 

½ packet sage and onion stuffing 

1 egg 

1 stick of celery, chopped fine 

1 green pepper, chopped fine 

1 tbsp tomato puree 

2 tbsp tomato sauce 

1 tbsp horseradish sauce 

½ tsp sugar 

1 tsp Lee and Perrins sauce 

Salt and pepper 

 

Method 

Mix all the ingredients together 

Place in greased 2lb loaf tin 

Cook for approximately for 75 mins at 180C (Gas mark 5) 

Serve hot with vegetables or cold with salad 

 

Pruberry 
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UK City Quiz 

1. Which city is known as Auld Reekie? 

2. What was the Viking name for York? 

3. Which is the smallest city in the UK? 

4. Which big city does not have a big river? 

5. In which city did Harland and Wolf build ships for the White 
Star Line?  

6. In which city was the TV program Torchwood set? 

7. Which two cities were linked by the world's first regular 
passenger railway service? 

8. Which city used to be famous for its five bridges and now has 
seven?  

9. Which city is the home of Coleman’s mustard? 

10. Which is the most southerly city in the UK? 

 

Answers will be provided next week 

 

Answers to Last Week’s Quiz 

1. A fretsaw (finer blade than a jig saw!) 

2. Cowpox 

3. SS Canberra 

4. Nutshalling 

5. The Big Dipper 

6. Holy Rood 

7. Granny’s Nightcap 

8. Lord Palmerston 

9. Thomas Trevithick 

10. Boris Johnson (A tricky one.  Had the question been ‘What 
was the name of the Prime Minister(s) in 2010?’, the answer 
would have been Gordon Brown and David Cameron. 
However, our Prime Minister’s name was still Boris Johnson 
ten years ago. Ed)  
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Tommy Cooper Hour 

I walked into a butcher’s and asked, ‘Do you keep dripping?’.  He 

said, ‘Yes, I do, and it’s really embarrassing.’ 

I asked him, ‘I’ve just been offered eight legs of venison for £50.  

Is that two deer? 

If we are not supposed to have midnight snacks, why is there a 

light in the fridge? 

I went to the pub and had a ploughman’s lunch.  He wasn’t very 

happy. 

I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learnt that most people 

die of natural causes. 

Do bakers with a sense of humour bake wry bread?  

 

 

 

 

Rownhams Jigsaw Exchange 

Thank you to all the people who have been supporting the 

Exchange.  It’s been really interesting watching families and 

individuals swapping puzzles and I have found it amusing when 

my old puzzles previously donated to charity shops turn up again. 

It’s good to recycle.  However, one chap was observed – not by 

me – arriving empty handed and departing with four jigsaws under 

his arm!  I’m not sure he fully grasped the concept of ‘exchange’.  

Perhaps he’ll bring them back when he has completed them…Or 

perhaps we’ll find them on eBay. 

If you were brave enough to tackle the 2000 piece Venice puzzle 

in the triangular box, the owners found a missing piece which you 

can find in the donation box at 33 Horns Drove – at the bottom of 

the drive, or in the porch if wet. 

 


