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Editorial 

Welcome to the sixth digital edition of the Village News. 

47 days of lock down now and this quieter life now seems the new 

norm.  Has anyone else been watching a film on the television 

recently and found themselves shouting at the characters, ‘Why 

are you standing so close to each other?’ or wondering what on 

earth were they were doing in bars and restaurants anyway.  Pre 

lock down film footage shows an alien world: those crowded, 

noisy streets and all that traffic on busy roads.  However did we 

put up with it?  

In this week’s edition, we have the April reports for the Parish and 

Borough Councils and another selection of ‘Then and Now’ 

photographs thanks to Julie Facey and Southampton Heritage.  

Mr Rambler has written about a variety of walks in the Toothill 

area and the writing group has again provided material for us.  

Once again, our cub reporter, Advik Bhandari has contributed 

artwork and an insight into the activities provided by the scouting 

community.  Thank you, all! 

Today is, of course, the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day 

and, although the planned official public celebrations have been 

cancelled, many families and close communities have planned to 

mark the day with cream teas, bunting, singalongs and the like.  

(‘Close’ now meaning at a distance of 2 metres.) 

Next week, we would love to hear from anyone who 

commemorated the day – with photographs if possible.  And if any 

parishioners remember the original VE day, please let us know 

your stories. 

Please send your stories, photographs and news to 

editors.villagenews@gmail.com 

Stay home. Stay safe. Stay well. 

 

 

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the writers and not 

necessarily those of the editors  

mailto:editors.villagenews@gmail.com
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Nursling and Rownhams Parish Council 
Report for April 2020 

Parish Council Meetings 

Unfortunately, due to the Coronavirus Covid-19 situation, the 
Parish Council meeting advertised to take place on Tuesday 7th 
April 2020 was cancelled along with the Annual Parish Meeting 
arranged for Wednesday 22nd April 2020.  Future meetings will be 
held online, commencing with the first on Tuesday 5th May 2020 at 
7.30pm.  The agenda will appear on our website 
www.nandr.org.uk . 

Parish Council Vacancy 

At the last minute, the Parish and Borough Council elections were 
postponed due the current Coronavirus Covid-19 government 
directive.  When further news is available public notices will be 
displayed.  

Council Tax 

All households will have received the annual council tax bill.  For 
a Band D property the increase/decrease in the respective 
elements contributing to the bill are as follows: 

HCC +2%, TVBC +3.5%, Adult Care +2%, Nursling & Rownhams 
Parish Council -2.3%, Fire +2%, Police +5%.  This represents an 
overall increase +3.9%.  The largest increase of 5% was towards 
the police compared to a decrease in the Parish Council element 
of -2.3%. 

Nursling and Rownhams Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO) 

Following consultation with its legal advisers, The Parish Council 
is no longer the Property Trustee of the Community Centre to 
enable the transfer of the freehold to The Nursling and 
Rownhams Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). 

To facilitate this, the NRCA requested the Parish Council to 
transfer the lease of the community centre to the CIO which will 
also acquire the freehold from Hampshire County Council.  The 
lease and freehold will thus be held by the CIO.  This will secure 
the future of the community centre for the residents and reduce 
the outgoings of the CIO by a sum equal to the rent that would 

http://www.nandr.org.uk/
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otherwise be payable.  Completion was carried out on 1 April 
2020. 

Planning Application for a Climbing Centre 

Land at Adanac Park – application 20/00248/FULLS – change of 
use of unit E1 & E2 from B1 (c) light industrial to B1 (c) light 
industrial and D2 leisure to provide a climbing centre. 

The Parish Council objected, stating that the application was 
contrary to the TVBC Revised Local Plan (2016).  Change of use 
from B1(c) to B1(c) and D2 would provide insufficient parking at 
this site and likely to change operating hours to evenings and 
weekends. 

The development was subsequently permitted and limited by use 
of a condition that B1 (c) (Light Industrial) and a D2 use shall be 
limited to that of a climbing centre and associated ancillary uses 
and for no other use falling within Class D2 of the Town and 
Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 (as amended). 
Reason: To ensure the retention of employment uses on site and 
to ensure that vehicle movements and parking do not exceed the 
mitigated levels in the interests of highway safety in accordance 
with Test Valley Borough Revised Local Plan Policies LE6, LE10, 
T1 and T2. 

This condition will ensure that the site is still retained for its 
primary use B1 which will prevent automatic approval of similar 
schemes.  

Letter to the Editors Online Village News 

We took note of a letter from Brian Richards in the online version 
of the Village News, week 5, 1st May.  He was asking for a fitting 
tribute for Nigel Anderdon who sadly passed away in January.  
Probably, while he was on his cruise Brian will have missed the 
March edition of the Village News where we announced the new 
road names in Broadleaf Park, Rownhams.  If anyone still has a 
copy of the March edition and can show Brian, he will see a 
number of road names listed for the forthcoming Broadleaf Park 
and one of the road names will be Anderdon Avenue.  Hopefully 
this answers Brian’s question.  

(Apologies for attributing the letter to Brian Richardson. Ed)  
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Report by Borough Councillors - Phil Bundy & Alison 
Finlay 

April 2020 

Supporting Local Groups 

We have been able to assist voluntary groups since 
implementation of the lockdown and we have been very 
impressed by residents who have offered to help others during 
these difficult times.  Anyone who is isolating and has no existing 
family or friend support networks in place is being urged to call 
the helpline on 0330 400 4116 or email UnityC-
19@unityonline.org.uk.  They will then be referred to a local group 
who can help them.  The helpline is open from 9am to 5pm, seven 
days a week. 

Business Grants 
We have also been able to help local businesses in assisting 
them with applications to obtain a business grant.  Test Valley 
Borough Council is continuing to work on the grant claims 
submitted by over 1,500 businesses (though not all are eligible for 
support).  Grants to value of £8 million have already been 
processed.  All Council Tax staff, who are not on the phones, are 
now working on these grants and the borough council has brought 
in staff from other Services to assist in getting the money out of 
the door as soon as possible.  

Environmental Service Update 

All frontline waste collection functions are operating as normal. 
This includes:  

1. Household waste (black bins) and dry mixed recycling (brown 
bins) 

2. Garden waste (green bins) . 
3. Clinical waste 
4. Bulky waste. 
5. Glass collections from Local Recycling Collections   
6. Bin deliveries 

Other essential functions relating to grounds maintenance and 
street cleaning continue to be delivered. 

It is planned to reopen the local recycling centres in the near 
future.  Please check the HCC website. 

mailto:UnityC-19@unityonline.org.uk
mailto:UnityC-19@unityonline.org.uk
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Fly-tipping will continue to be prosecuted and TVBC continually 
patrols the area to discourage this anti-social action. 

Recent Fly tipping Court Cases 

Two Andover residents have been prosecuted for illegally 
dumping their waste back in September last year.  Following 
investigations into rubbish that was found along Green Drove and 
Genoa Court respectively, the residents were ordered to pay for 
their actions while at Basingstoke Magistrates’ Court on February 
27 and 28. 

The first resident admitted his crime in court on February 27 and 
was fined £320 as well as being ordered to pay £30 costs and a 
£32 victim surcharge.  The other resident pleaded guilty after a 
warrant was issued for her arrest and had to pay the council’s 
£120 costs. 

In a separate case at Winchester Crown Court on March 9th, a 
resident from Fareham, was made to pay more than £700 for fly-
tipping along Bullington Lane near Barton Stacey.  

A man was ordered to pay more than £700 after his vehicle was 
used to dump waste in an illegal traveller encampment in Andover 
last summer.  An investigation by Test Valley Borough Council 
has resulted in a successful prosecution. 

Another resident’s vehicle was spotted being used to dump 
garden waste.  On investigation the rubbish consisted of garden 
waste and a number of bags of household waste, which sat in 
fields for four days.  At Basingstoke Magistrates’ Court on 
Wednesday March 18, the resident pleaded guilty to allowing his 
vehicle to be used for illegal dumping and was given a £320 fine 
and ordered to pay £375 in costs and a £32 victim surcharge. 

Coronavirus email scams 

Cyber criminals are preying on fears of the coronavirus and 
sending 'phishing' emails that try and trick users into clicking on a 
bad link.  Once clicked, the user is sent to a website which could 
download malware onto your computer, or steal passwords.  The 
scams may claim to have a 'cure' for the virus, offer a financial 
reward, or be encouraging you to donate to a good cause. 

There have even been reports of scams appearing to come from 
the GOV website along the lines of “You’ve been reported for 
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being out to exercise too many times today.  Click here to pay 
your fine.” 

Like many phishing scams, these emails are preying on real-world 
concerns to try and trick people into doing the wrong thing.  For 
genuine information about the virus, please use trusted resources 
such as the Public Health England or NHS websites. 

What to do if you have already clicked? 
The most important thing to do is not to panic. There are number 
of practical steps you can take: 

• Open your antivirus (AV) software, and run a full scan.  

• Follow any instructions given. 

• If you've been tricked into providing your password, you should 
change your passwords on all your other accounts. 

• If you're using a work device, contact the Service Desk and let 
them know. 

• If you have lost money, you need to report it as a crime to 

Action Fraud.  You can do this by visiting 

www.actionfraud.police.uk. 

 

University College London study 

University College London is running a major national study into 
the psychological and social effects of Covid-19 in the UK.  The 
results are analysed weekly and fed directly to government, 
Public Health England, NHS England and other national bodies 
as well as being made publicly available as reports.  The data is 
being used to understand the effects of the virus and social 
distancing measures on mental health and loneliness in the UK 
and to inform government advice and decisions relating to the 
pandemic. 

Already there are over 80,000 UK adults taking part in the study, 
but more are needed for the research.  As the findings from this 
study are being used by government, local authorities have been 
asked to disseminate details to residents through newsletters and 
mailing lists to increase participant numbers.  Taking part involves 
answering a 10-minute online survey now and then answering a 
shorter follow-up survey once a week whilst social isolation 
measures are in place. 

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
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Notably, the study also includes questions on cultural and leisure 
activities; the study team will be analysing data and helping us to 
understand more about people's attitudes to these activities once 
lockdown ends. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Defibrillators 

If you come across someone who is not breathing or breathing erratically, the 

most important thing is to call 999 and start CPR (cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation).  If you are on your own, do not interrupt the CPR to go and get a 

defibrillator.  When you can, send someone else to find one.  Once the 

defibrillator is open, all you have to do is follow the spoken instructions.  You will 

find your nearest ones with public access located outside: 

Village Hall in Nursling Street 

Community Centre in Horns Drove 

It is there for anyone to use on someone in cardiac arrest.  The 999 operator will 

tell you the code to gain access to the equipment.  The machine gives clear 

spoken instructions. You do not need training to use one. 

Once in position, the defibrillator detects the heart's rhythm.  It will not deliver 

a shock unless one is needed. 

For more information see  https://www.bhf.org.uk/heart-health/nation-of-

lifesavers/using-defibrillators 
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Twinspires News 

Our church buildings are currently closed, but as a 
church family, we continue to pray, to love, to care 
for the vulnerable, and build our communities.  We are exploring 
new ways to stay in touch, to worship together and rethinking 
ministry to our community. 

Join us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/347628745326643/ on 
Sunday mornings to connect to livestream services. 

Videos of services can also be found via the Links page of our 
website: 

https://twinspires.org.uk/links.html along with the service 
sheets for you to follow and links to Resources for our young 
people. 

For details of weekday services at 9am and for our Wednesday 
evening Bible Study please see the church newssheet on the 
website: 

https://www.twinspires.org.uk. 

If you need to contact the office the most efficient way is to email 
office@twinspires.org.uk or phone 023 8073 8293 and leave a 
message (messages are being checked remotely every 
weekday). 
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Get Walking: Toot Hill 

Toot Hill could be dismissed as just the back end of Nursling and 
Rownhams and yet, look under the bushes and behind the trees 
and you will find a wealth of history.  Start from the M27 bridge by 
the motorway services.  (You’re from Rownhams? Oh yes, the 
motorway services!)  A footpath from the bus stop at the far end 
runs alongside the traffic noise before turning into what used to be 
the continuation of Horns Drove, now Greenhill Lane.  At the far 
end of the lane, before it rejoins Rownhams Lane, is a well hidden 
footpath heading through to Packridge Lane.  If you would rather 
turn left along Upper Toothill Road, the history begins 
immediately.  In the woods on your right you will see some brick 
pillars.  Perhaps somebody in the know could confirm the function 
of these but the hill was a centre of activity during WW2, first as 
part of Starfish, a system of decoy fires to lure enemy bombers 
away from Southampton, and later as part of the huge 
encampments leading up to D Day. 

To your left is a hollow containing the mobile home park.  This 
was originally a brickyard, the whole hill being blessed (or cursed) 
with good deposits of brick clay.  On the other side of the hill, 
alongside the Romsey Road, was the brickyard which produced 
the copious quantity of bricks in the long wall alongside 
Broadlands. 

A short way further up the hill you pass the house which was the 
HQ of the Sibley’s coal empire.  The yard is now a caravan 
storage site.  The business moved here when the motorway 
cutting destroyed their previous location.  The Sibleys were an 
important family in the village and produced a wonderful book in 
1988, the centenary of their business, which contains 
photographs and commentaries on long lost local sights and the 
grand houses of Rownhams. 

A gate to the left at the top of the hill lets you onto a path which 
will lead you down to the golf club on Romsey Road.  To follow 
this, keep the sound of the motorway to your left and the downhill 
slope to your right.  The path is also flanked by a bank and ditch, 
an old property boundary. 

If you continue along the road instead, you will have Nightingale 
Wood on your left (more next week) and the local astronomical 
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observatory, atop the covered reservoir, on your right.  Finally you 
will come to a three way junction where you will find the Beacon, 
mounted on a pole.  This was fired up for the Millennium and the 
Diamond Jubilee.  This modern version is gas fired but reminds 
us of the prominence of Toot Hill in the local countryside where a 
warning blaze atop the hill would have been visible for many miles 
around.  A later variation was the Admiralty Telegraph, a system 
of mechanical semaphore arms to relay urgent dispatches, hence 
the adjacent Telegraph Wood which contains an Iron Age hill fort, 
sadly not accessible by the public.  Modern signalling is via the 
communications masts which wink their red lights in the night 
time.  It seems that, throughout the ages, everybody has wanted 
a piece of Toot Hill. 

Mr Rambler 

 

St George’s Day 

Inspired by the story of St George, Advik sent us his picture of a 

dragon. 

   Photo credit: Advik Bhandari  
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21st Romsey - Taurus Cub Pack 

I wanted to share our Cubs’ highlights over the last couple of 

weeks.  This week was no different to how marvellous the Cub 

pack meetings generally are.  The leaders are doing everything 

they can to make the sessions fun and are succeeding 

wonderfully.  To my pleasant surprise, they are doing all the 

activities I love to do.  This week, we had a person called Tim who 

was invited on the zoom app to teach us how to play the drums.  

Over the last few weeks, we have participated in the world record 

to #CampAtHome either indoors or outdoors.  Guess what?  We 

have achieved the world record with over 84,000 participants.  We 

also participated in #HikeToTheMoon where one had to walk a 

mile or more and make a donation.  I walked 25 miles around my 

garden and enjoyed the exercise. 

 

                

 

Hopefully, our leaders will set us many more challenges to keep 

us busy.  I can’t wait till next week because there is going to be a 

magician joining us on the zoom app.  I am grateful to the leaders 

for thinking of all these exciting tasks.  To conclude, I hope we 

continue with these fabulous activities which are just as good as 

the stuff we were supposed to do had the lockdown not been in 

place.  

Advik Bandari    
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Rodent Warning!  

A local resident received a warning email from a friend which she 
has had permission to pass on: 

You may be aware, probably in part due to many restaurants and 
takeaways being closed, that we have something of a rat problem 
in the area.  

Having never seen a rat in 30 years of living here, we spotted four 
in two days!  Chatting over the fence to neighbours in Hann Road 
and Loreille Gardens, I understand there have been a good few 
daytime sightings.  

As we cannot currently get visits from the local authority, it seems 
to make sense for us all to try to eradicate this problem.  Patrick, 
a pest control officer at Test Valley Borough Council, says if we 
take action to eliminate food sources the rats will move on.  

He has offered the following advice to try and stop this problem:  

Good afternoon, following our telephone conversation regarding 
the rodent sightings in your area, I would like to confirm the 
following: 

Rats will normally only be present in an area provided there is an 
adequate food source.  This food source usually originates from 
bird feeding and compost heaps in a domestic environment, also 
rats will tend to also feed on natural food stuffs found in and 
around gardens and surrounding areas. 

The way to try and control the rat population is to limit their 
access to such food sources by removing bird feeders 
temporarily, checking compost bins for signs of infestation then 
subsequently proofing them if activity is found, this can usually be 
achieved by using wire mesh under the bins, although any other 
appropriate means can be used. 

To secure homes from rats entering, ensure drains and any 
access points are sealed.  Drains can be sealed with mesh or 
chicken wire attached over the plastic drain cover.  Look for any 
entry points and fix damage.  Note that rats can climb outside 
walls even up to eaves level so can access roof spaces and 
cavity walls in this way.  
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If rodenticide is purchased and used, it should be placed in 
tamper proof boxes to protect against non- target species, this 
option is limited due to the current covid-19 closures that are in 
place so limiting the availability of poisons and boxes. 

We will at some stage in the future be available again to offer a 
pest control service to Test Valley residents, please keep an eye 
on our website for updates. 

Regards, 

Patrick Mitty 

Area Pest Control Officer 
Housing and Environmental Health Service 
Test Valley Borough Council 
Beech Hurst 
Weyhill Road 
Andover 
SP10 3AJ 

 
 

Immaterial 

They encouraged heroic seamstresses 
A fairly simple task 
To turn some spare material 
Into a germ proof mask 

I have some bits of cotton 
She said and other of that ilk 
But when it comes to fine-weave stuff 
They’re recommending silk 

Her sacrifice, far from negligible 
I went to the Co-op yesterday 
Heavy breathing around the shop 
Through her crimson negligee 

 
Jon Sims 
  

https://www.testvalley.gov.uk/
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Books, books, books! 

Doing jigsaw puzzles and reading books are the obvious 
alternatives to just watching more telly during the lockdown.  Cath 
Potten is helping with the former via her excellent jigsaw exchange.  
Your local writers group may be able to help you with the latter. 

We were on the point of a major marketing effort when the bug 
struck and we have stocks of books covering all sorts of genres and 
styles.  Free doorstep delivery is available without the need to join 
our Prime service (which is where you pay us a small fortune every 
month and we just give you the books for nothing!)  As it is, our 
books are astonishingly good value and we have all received rave 
reviews from each other. 

Among our number are: 

Charlie Cochrane with her commercially published selection of 
quirky murder mysteries. 

Charlotte Milne with her romantic novels that are so much more 
than just the romance. 

Anthony Babb with carefully reconstructed stories based on WW1 
navy days. 

Jon Sims with collections of short stories, poems, and a three part, 
tongue in cheek crime novel. 

(The above also available on Kindle) 

Ivan Taylor with hilarious tales of how he got to here from the back 
to backs in Birmingham. 

Eveart Boniface with hair raising stories of a potentially lethal 
childhood in Rhodesia. 

Duncan Richmond with his revelations of life as a TV cameraman. 

These are all available in professionally produced paperback 
editions. 

More info about the books and their authors can be found on our 
website https://wewritestuff.wixsite.com/home with links to blogs 
and eBooks, and you are of course very welcome to contact us 
via jon.sims@live.co.uk for sample extracts via email or to talk 
about the books or to join our current online sessions. 

Don’t just eat local, read local! 

  

https://wewritestuff.wixsite.com/home
mailto:jon.sims@live.co.uk
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Nursling and Rownhams Then and Now 

Last week, we had a few photos from the archives.  These were 

photos taken by Julie Facey and we promised to bring more this 

week.  Did you try tracking down the places last week?  Here are 

more for you to do. 

Thank you to Southampton Heritage for giving permission to use 

the old photographs. 
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Photos credit: Julie Facey 
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Quiz for the Week 

1. What kind of saw was originally used to cut up picture 
puzzles? 

2. Which virus did Edward Jenner use to make the vaccine for 
smallpox? 

3. Which ocean liner was known as The Great White Whale? 

4. What was the old name for Nursling? 

5. What is the group of stars that we call The Plough known as 
in the USA? 

6. What is the name of the bombed-out church on 
Southampton’s High Street? 

7. What is the flowering plant Aquilegia more commonly know 
as? 

8. Who’s statue stands in the centre of Romsey? 

9. Who designed and built the first steam powered railway 
locomotive? 

10. What was the Prime Minister’s name in 1980? 

Answers will be provided next week 

 

 

Answers To Last Week’s Quiz 
1. Gone With The Wind 

2. Golda Meir 

3. Jamaica 

4. 1994 

5. Roger Bannister 

6. Washington State, USA 

7. Charles Lindbergh 

8. 1977 

9. Fleetwood Mac 

10. Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay 
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Recipe of the Week 

Tomato Soup – serves 2  

Ingredients 

1½ lbs firm ripe tomatoes – skinned and chopped*  

1 medium onion chopped fine 

1 medium potato chopped fine 

1 clove garlic crushed 

½ pint chicken stock 

handful basil/parsley chopped 

tsp tomato puree 

salt and pepper 

 

Method 

Fry herbs, potato, garlic and onion in oil until soft 

Add chopped tomatoes 

Add stock and teaspoon tomato puree 

Season 

Simmer gently for 25 minutes 

Blend and strain off pips 

 

Serve with crusty bread 

 

*An easy way to skin tomatoes is to score the skin and place the tomatoes 

in a bowl of boiling water.  Leave for a while and you will find them easy to 

peel. 

Pruberry 
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Tommy Cooper Hour 

aka Pets Corner 

I bought a new dog yesterday.  I’ve called him Rolex.  He’s a 

watchdog. 

My dog Minton swallowed a shuttlecock.  Bad Minton! 

I bought a Dalmatian puppy.  I found that if you join all the dots 

with a marker pen…it doesn’t wash off. 

Every time the doorbell rings, my dog goes and sits in the corner.  

He’s a boxer. 

My dog was barking at everyone the other day.  Still, what can 

you expect from a cross-breed. 

What’s the difference between cats and dogs?  Dogs have 

owners, cats have staff. 

Letting the cat out of the bag is a lot easier than putting it back in. 

I’ve just made my hamster a strong coffee.  I don’t want him 

falling asleep at the wheel. 

For sale: dead budgerigar.  Not going cheap. 

I tell my dog all my secrets.  He’s called Confido. 

I went to the pet shop and said, ‘I want to buy a fish.’  ‘Aquarium?’ 

he asked. ‘I don’t care what star sign it is.’ 

 

Jigsaw Puzzle Exchange 

The Jigsaw Exchange is thriving!  Many thanks to all those who 

have contributed their completed puzzles.  At the time of writing, 

The Exchange has three boxes full of jigsaws of various sizes.  

Stock changes daily so it is always worth having a look.  You will 

find the jigsaw boxes at the bottom of the driveway of 33 Horns 

Drove – on porch if wet.  Simply swap a puzzle you no longer 

wish to keep with one in the box.  If you don’t have a jigsaw to 

exchange, do take one and return it when you have finished it.  

Puzzles for adults and older children both welcome.  Enjoy! 


